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This past week, while 
doing some research on 
Christian pacifism, I 
discovered the following 
quote from Leo Tolstoy, 
the great Russian 
Christian philosopher and 
novelist, who wrote War 
and Peace. 

He said, “A pacifist 
cannot own property.  
For ownership requires 
the use or threat of force 
to protect it.” 

It struck me how seldom 
American Christians 
today, even those who 
fully aspire to pacifism 
and a non-violent 
lifestyle, make this 
connection between war 
and private ownership of 
property and other forms 
of wealth. 

And yet a strong case can 
be made, from the New 
Testament and 
subsequent church 
history, that the earliest 
followers of Jesus 
renounced both war and 
private ownership of 
goods, by word and 
example. Take James, for 

Peace - making and Private 
Property  
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instance, who in his 
famous New Testament 
letter, writes these words 
(here paraphrased by 
Eugene H. Peterson in 
The Message): 

Where do you think 
all these appalling 
wars and quarrels 
come from?  Do 
you think they just 
happen? Think 
again. They come 
about because you 
want your own 
way, and fight for 
it deep inside 
yourselves. You 
lust for what you 
don’t have and are 
willing to kill to 
get it. You want 
what isn’t yours 
and will risk 
violence to get 
your hands on it.  
(James 4:1-2) 

This truth is born out in 
contemporary studies by 
anthropologist Rene 
Girard and others that 
show that violence 
originates in a desire of a 
person (or a group of 
persons) to possess what 

others possess. (Think of 
America’s lust for the 
petroleum resources that 
lie underground in Iraq, 
Venezuela and other 
countries.) The process 
by which humans move 
from desire to violence is 
complex, but it is a 
process that can be 
mitigated up front by a 
conscious choice not to 
possess anything 
privately. Thus it was 
that the earliest Christian 
believers, according to 
Acts 4:32 “were of one 
heart and and soul and no 
one claimed private 
ownership of any 

Continued on Page 2 

 

of war and refused to 
participate in military 
service, sometimes at the 
cost of their own lives. 

  

“I am setting a plumb line 
in the midst of my 
people…” 
            Amos 7:8 

John T. Schwiebert, President  
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possession, but everything 
they owned was held in 
common.” 

According to most serious 
scholars of church history, 
these same believers and 
virtually all other Christians 
over the first three centuries 
also repudiated the violence 
of war and refused to 
participate in military 
service, sometimes at the 
cost of their own lives. 

Interestingly, when I first 
decided to join MFSA in the 
mid 1970s, it was because I 
was attracted to two 
particular declarations in the 
MFSA membership brochure 
that was circulating at the 
time. One was a statement 

PEACEMAKING AND PRIVATE PROPERTY, continued 
 

The General Conference of the United Methodist Church 
meets every four years, and the next meeting is April 23 - 
May 2, 2008, in Fort Worth, Texas. Delegates from every 
annual conference, many from outside the United States, 
come together to worship and to do the business of the 
church. Only the General Conference can speak for the 
church, so the action that is taken there is important in our 
life as United Methodists seeking God's kingdom of justice 
and peace and inclusiveness. For 100 years, MFSA has 
always had a strong voice at General Conference. 
 
The formula for allocating delegates to General 
Conferences allows Oregon-Idaho only one lay and one 
clergy delegate. This year our delegates are Greg Nelson 
and Rev Donna Pritchard, both MFSA members. Since there 
is so much activity, including 11 different legislative 
committees discussing issues, our conference covers the 
cost of sending all of our reserve delegates: Rev Laura 
Jacquith-Bartlett, Karen Bolin, Rev Bob Flaherty, Joan 
Collison, Rev Scott Harkness, and Jan Nelson, most of 
whom are MFSA members. The job of the reserves is to 
help the voting delegates keep track of all the many 
relevant things that are going on, many of them 
simultaneously. Our delegation will also work closely with 
the other delegations from the Western Jurisdiction, with 
whom our conference has much in common. 
 
MFSA works closely with Reconciling Ministries Network, 
Affirmation, and other groups seeking justice and peace as 

General Conference: Why Does It Matter?  
How Can “MFSA-Minded” Members Help? 

 
 
 

g 

“The second 
of these two 

convictions is 
no longer 

included in 
official 

statements, 
and I think I 

know the 
reason why.”  
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challenging American 
militarism; the other was a 
statement challenging the 
notion of the private 
ownership of property. 
Apparently the purveyors of 
the social gospel in the 
early 20th century also saw 
a consistency between 
pacifism and communalism. 

The second of these two 
convictions is no longer 
included in official 
statements, and I think I 
know the reason why.  
Private ownership of 
property has become a 
sacred cow in this country, 
an article of faith in the 
civil religion of our time—
the religion of Mammon, 

which is in fact the 
dominant, though 
unofficial religion in 
North America today. 

That, along with the 
testimony of the New 
Testament and the early 
church, is reason enough 
for serious Christians to 
question their own 
relationship to private 
property.   Why should 
we not also renounce 
private ownership and 
look for creative ways to 
share all things in 
common? 
 

John T. Schwiebert, 
Chapter President  

  

we monitor the progress of proposed legislation, election of 
Judicial Council members, and all the other matters that 
come before the Conference. There is a ministry of 
hospitality to all delegates who wish to join us for informa-
tion and inexpensive meals. And there is a ministry of witness 
to the entire Conference. This may take many forms with the 
purpose of inviting conference delegates to prayerfully 
consider their actions in the light of God's call to justice. 
 
All of this ministry takes a lot of volunteers. Several people 
from Oregon and Idaho are already planning to be there to 
help with those tasks for all or part of the ten days. Some will 
sit in committee meetings, some will write proposals as the 
week goes on, and some will make sandwiches; there is a job 
for everyone who wants to help. If you would like to know 
more about volunteering, go to the MFSA web site at 
www.mfsaweb.org. 
 
If you are unable to attend General Conference but you 
would like to help support others’ presence, you can send a 
donation to help cover the costs of our volunteers. Please 
write your check to "Oregon-Idaho MFSA" and send it to PO 
Box 134, Salem, Oregon 97308. Be sure to designate your 
check for "General Conference volunteers". The funds MFSA 
receives will be distributed among those from our chapter 
who plan to attend as volunteers and need financial support. 
 
 See Page 6 for announcement of a post-General Conference 
gathering to share information from the Fort Worth meeting.  
 

 

 

 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MFSAÕS SPRING EVENT   
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 29,  
PORTLAND ÕS FIRST 

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

Once again members of our 
Oregon-Idaho chapter and other 
Christian social activists will gather 
for our chapter’s annual SPRING 
EVENT at First United Methodist 
Church in Portland. The date is 
March 29, 2008. The gathering will 
begin at 9:00 AM and continue until 
3:00 PM. 
 
In designing this event the 
Executive Committee is mindful of 
the importance of like-minded 
peace-and-justice-makers getting 
together to reconnect, worship 
together, share stories of successes 
(and disappointments) in their own 
local churches and communities, 
and renew their commitment to 
continue the struggle for social 
justice and the common good. 
 
This year we will have as visiting 
resource persons and keynote story 
tellers, the Rev. Rich Lang of 
Seattle, and George Baldwin of 
Bozeman, Montana. Both are highly 
regarded for their outspoken 
affirmation of the radical message 
of Jesus and a corresponding call to 
non-cooperation with, and non-
violent resistance against, the 
militarism of the American Empire.  
 
Lunch will be provided as part of 
the Registration Fee, which will also 
cover other costs, and, depending 
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upon the size of the turnout, will 
help our MFSA Chapter meet its 
budget for 2008. 
 
Registration costs remain the 
same as last year: $25 for MFSA 
members and $30 for 
nonmembers who send in their 
registrations by the March 15 
deadline, or $35 at the door.  
 
The earlier you sign up the less 
you have to pay. While it is hoped 
that the Spring Event can be a 
chapter fund raiser as well as a 
deeply fulfilling experience for our 
members and friends, please 
know also that no one is ever 
refused admission because of an 
inability to pay. 
 
Please fill out the SPRING EVENT 
registration form you soon will 
receive in the mail and send it 
with your payment to Rev. David 
Bean, Registrar, 4154 Calaroga 
Circle, West Linn, OR 97068. 

____ 
 

INTRODUCING OUR KEYNOTE 
STORY TELLERS AND 
RESOURCE PERSONS 

 
Rev. Rich Lang  is Pastor of 
Trinity United Methodist Church in 
Seattle. He is a regular columnist 
for Real Change, the city’s 
community newspaper sold by the 
homeless. He has been a voice for 
justice throughout the city and is 
active in both the peace and Fair 
Trade movements. 
 
Rich has been honored with 
several community awards 
including the “Taking the Bull by 
the Horns” award for courageous 
social justice leadership and the 
Rauschenbusch’s Center Award 
for leadership in the Social 
Gospel. He has published articles 
in Yes Magazine, and 
The Progressive Christian.  He is 
the author of the essay, “George 

Bush and the Rise of Christian Fascism.”  
 
Rich is married to Cathy and is the 
father of two sons, Mike and Andy. He 
can be contacted through the website 
www.tumseattle.org 

_____ 
 
George W. Baldwin  was a local United 
Methodist Pastor for twelve years and a 
professor at a UM Seminary (St. Paul 
School of Theology) for fourteen years, 
before he answered a call to live in 
voluntary poverty among the poor of 
Latin America. He resided in Nicaragua 
from 1984 to 1996 before returning to 
the United States to continue his work 
on behalf of the poor in a North 
American context, including participation 
in efforts to get Congress to close the 
infamous School of the Americas. 
 
George is author of a new book entitled, 
A Political Reading of the Life of Jesus.  
He now lives in Bozeman, Montana.   He 
recently returned from an extended visit 
to Nicaragua. 
 
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT  
 
Dear Friends, 
It’s that time of year again: time to 
renew your MFSA membership. More 
than 75 of you responded to 
December’s letter before early 
January, and I receive more new 
memberships and renewals in the mail 
every day. Thank you. If you haven’t 
sent in your membership, now is the 
time. You may have already received a 
membership brochure and return 
envelope in the mail. If not, just tear 
off the membership form at the bottom 
of Page 7 in this newsletter and send it 
in. I look forward to hearing from you 
soon. 

In Christ’s Peace, 
David King, 

Membership Secretary 

  



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Board  met in Portland on 
January 9 :  

 Reflections on an 
article by Rich Lang: 
“We Dare Not Speak Its 
Name.” Rev. Lang will be 
one of our Keynoters at 
the MFSA Spring Event in 
March.  Provocative 
questions raised: How can 
we help the church be a 
prophetic voice? What role 
does MFSA have in 
helping other cl ergy and 
laity to be a prophetic 
voice in their churches? 
Pilate asked Jesus, as 
recorded in JohnÕs gospel, 
ÒWhat is truth?Ó What is 
truth today? What can be 
believed? How do we use 
language? (The war in 
Iraq is not a war, it is an 
occupation and we need 
to be aware of the 
language we use.) . . . .  

 
 Membership and 

treasurer’s reportsÑ
about 70  renewals and 
new members as of 
January 9 ; the Treasurer 
reports that $2,637 
currently is available for 
Chapter expenses.  

 
 The Board will 

complete work on the 
2008 budget at the 
March meeting. 
Expenses for 2007 Spring 
Event and for the 100 th  
Anniversary observances 
were greater than 
expected, and reserves 
earmarked for General 
Conference were depleted.  
Fund raisers a nd appeals 

Highlights from the Executive Board Meeting  
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for extra giving will be 
very important  this year.   

 
 Spring Event 

planning: We discussed 
objectives for the Event. 
John will work with Dave 
Bean and DaveÕs 
daughter, Clare, to 
develop a registration 
brochure. Ruth will 
include promotion in the 
newsletter.  

 
 Fund Raising calls for 

the National MFSA 
Campaign. Calls and 
contacts to supporters 
to invite extra giving for 
the National Campaign 
drew some gracious 
responses.  

  
 Board leadership 

needs for 2008 -09. 
Several Board members 
finish their terms this 
year.  

 
 Board members present: 

John Schwiebert,  Jan 
Nelson, David King, Karen 
Nelson, David Bean, Ruth 
Walton, LoErna Simpson, 
Marcia Hauer, Paul LaRue, 
and guest, Ruth LaRue.  

 
Next Executive Board meeting: 
Wednesday, March 12, in 
Salem, Oregon. 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.  
 
Will you be in the Salem area 
that day? Interested MFSA 
members and friends are 
always welcome to join the 
Board on meeting days. Bring a 
sack lunch; come for part or all 
of the day. Call John 
Schwiebert for directions. 
  

 

 

  

 
"I hate, I  despise 

your festivals, and I 
take no delight in 

your solemn 
assemblies. .  .  .  Take 

away from me the 
noise of your songs; 

I will  not listen to the 
melody of your 

harps. But let justice 
roll down like waters, 

and righteousness 
like an ever-flowing 

stream." 
--- Amos 5:21  

 
 

It  is one thing to say 
with the prophet 

Amos, "Let justice 
roll down like mighty 

waters," and quite 
another to work out 

the irrigation system. 
Clearly there is more 

certainty in the 
recognition of 

wrongs than there is 
in the prescription 

for their cure.--
William Sloane Coffin 

 
(From Sojourner’s “Verse 

and Voice.”) 



  

 
 

Reflections on a Legislative Hearing 
 
At a crowded legislative hearing in the Oregon Capitol on January 11, a former pro-baseball player—born 
of African descent in the Dominican Republic and now a U.S. citizen—responded to the proposal to refuse 
driver’s licenses to the hundreds of thousands of immigrant workers without “proof of legal residence:” 
 
“To use the 9/11/2001 attack as a ‘scare tactic’ to ‘protect our borders’ against Latino immigrants is 
reprehensible. There were no 9/11 hijackers named Jose or Manuel. There were no latinos named Osama 
Bin Laden.” 
 
This argument against that legislation impressed me emotionally. My logical side was impressed by the 
former immigration lawyer who asked: “How can these people enter the USA legally—as their critics 
demand? To do so, they have to a) be born in Cuba; b) have a US citizen relative to sponsor them, or c) 
marry a citizen. Their alternative: wait in line for 15 years. Except—there is no line to  
become US citizens.” 
 
Since there were 155 people ahead of me to testify at the hearing (which filled three hearing rooms plus 
two lobby waiting areas—as over 2,000 stood outside at a rally), I decided to leave my written comments 
with a staff person instead of making an oral presentation. Here is what I said, in part: 
 
“There are thousands of people in Oregon who do not have documented permission to be in this country. 

But they did not come here deliberately flouting the law, as some imply. They came because they were forced to leave their native 
lands 

• because of threats against their lives by oppressive Latin America regimes supported by our government, 
• because of poverty where farm lands have been confiscated by wealthy corporations, or 
• because jobs in “maqunladores” pay less than a living wage—often a result of US NAFTA policies. 

 
They come to the United States—as did the ancestors of most of us—seeking a decent life for themselves and their families. They 
are “undocumented” because our immigration policies bar legal admission. And they need to get to work, to shop in our stores, to 
take their children to school, to go to church. As they drive our streets and highways, they need to do what all of us drivers do: 
apply for a license, study the Drivers Manual, pass the examination, pay for insurance. 
 
Where I was born has nothing to do with my ability to drive. Please allow all who need to drive to qualify for and receive an 
Oregon Drivers License.” 
 
Last year our missionary, Sarah Harkness, working with the Hispanic/Latino Training Institute, helped develop “An Ecumenical 
Statement of Hope and Accompaniment” which reminded us of the scriptural admonitions: 
 
When a stranger resides with you in your land, you shall do them no wrong. The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as 
the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt. I am the Lord your God. 
Leviticus 19:33-34 (NRSV) 
 
…for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me. 
Matthew 25:35 (NRSV) 
 
And of our national values: 
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness…. The Declaration of Independence. 
 
We must speak up—based on our Christian values—when brothers and sisters are labeled “Illegal,” denied human rights, forced to 
leave our land. 

Submitted by Paul LaRue 
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What does the UMC say about 
immigration? What does our 
Conference say? See the 
Editor ial on Page 7.  

Did you know that Bishop Robert Hoshibata, Dist. Supt. Kate 
Connolly, Director of Connectional Ministr ies Scott Harkness and 
others from our Conference have just returned from another visit  to 
the U.S. - Mexico border where they joined our good fr iend, Bishop 
Minerva Carna–o, now Bishop of the Desert Southwest Conference? 
Look for opportunit ies to hear their experiences and perspectives.  



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
" In a Long Line of Prophets" 

by Jim Winkler 
 

(These remarks are excerpted from a longer address by GBCS 
General Secretary Jim Winkler to the members of the General 
Board of Church and Society in September, 2007. Oregon-Idaho 
Chapter members and friends will remember his outstanding 
keynote address, “Prophetic Witness for Such a Time as This,” at 
our 2005 Spring Retreat. )  
 
In one of the most important new books of recent times, 
The Politics of Jesus, Obery Hendriks, Jr. writes: "Prophetic 
speech is characterized by two elements: an overwhelming 
sense of an encounter with God and a message of moral 
and political judgment that the prophet feels divinely 
compelled to proclaim, particularly to those in political 
authority." 
 
The primary purpose of biblical prophecy is to effect social 
and political change. As Dr. Hendricks declares: "Prophets 
never uncritically support the status quo. Rather, their role 
is to challenge it. It is important to remember that there 
has never been a conservative prophet." 
 
Did you hear that? There has never been a conservative 
prophet! Prophets are never called to CONSERVE social 
orders based on inequities of power and privilege and 
wealth. Prophets have always been called to CHANGE them 
so that all of God's children can have access to God's 
bounty. 
 
If you want to relate this truth back to the time of Isaiah or 
Jeremiah or Micah or Amos, you will find in your Bible that 
it was, in fact, the conservative forces "those who wanted 
to keep things as they were -- that," as Dr. Hendriks 
declares, "in every instance were the most bitter opponents 
of the prophets of and their mission for justice." 
 
The words of the prophets always are calls to transform the 
world, to change the social order as it presently exists. 
Isaiah begins his prophecy by speaking to the rulers of 
Israel in the eighth century BCE: 
 
Cease to do evil, 
Learn to do good; 
Seek justice, 
Rescue the oppressed. (Isaiah 1:16-17, NRSV) 
 
The language of the prophets is probably what most strikes 
us today. They spoke most often in poetry. Some of the 
poetry that the prophets created is virtually unmatched in 
world literature. 
 
The prophets understand themselves to be inspired by God 
and to speak the word of God. The most common evidence 
of this conviction is the ever recurring theme: "Thus says 
the Lord."  
 
We stand in the line of the prophets. 
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Everyone’s invited to a Post-General 
Conference Gathering 

On May 10, 2008, the Oregon-Idaho MFSA Chapter and 
the Oregon-Idaho Reconciling United Methodists will 
host a post-General Conference gathering at 
Morningside United Methodist Church, 3674 12th 
Street SE, in Salem. This event will be an opportunity 
to hear from those who attended General Conference 
in a variety of capacities, both as delegates and 
volunteers.  

We will begin with worship and presentations from 
General Conference attendees at 9:30 a.m. Lunch will 
be served at 11:30, followed by a time of questions 
and answers about General Conference, ending at 
1:45 p.m.  

Come and join us for an opportunity to find out more 
about General Conference, both the actions taken 
and the responses of those who attended. 

From 2 to 4 p.m., the O-I RUMS group will hold its 
regular business meeting. 

For further information, please contact Karen Nelson 
at e-mail pastorkaren@gknelson.net or telephone 
541-369-3572. 

 

 

 

Important Dates for Your 2008 Calendar 

Most of these have been announced in one place or 
another. They are listed here again for MFSA-minded 
interests. 

March 12: MFSA Executive Board meeting, Salem, Oregon 

March 29: MFSA Spring Retreat, Portland, Oregon 

April 23-30: General Conference, Fort Worth, Texas 

May 10: Post-General Conference Gathering, Morningside 
Church, Salem, Oregon 

May 14: MFSA Executive Board meeting, Portland, Oregon 
(Board meetings for the remainder of the year will be set by 
the newly-elected Board at Annual Conference.) 

June 18-22: Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference, Willamette 
University, Salem, Oregon. (Begins evening of Wednesday, 
June 18, ends at noon on Sunday, June 22.) 

July 16-19: Western Jurisdictional Conference, Convention 
Center, Portland, Oregon 

 

 

 

  

 

  



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
YES! I  want to be a part of this prophetic movement!  

 Here is my MFSA Membership Applicat ion  
Please enter my MFSA membership for the calendar year 2008 in 
the following category: 
 $500+ Stellar  ($100 remains for Chapter work) 
 $200 Spirited  ($160 for National MFSA/ $40 for Chapter) 
 $150 Supporting  ($120 for National MFSA/ $30 for Chapter) 
 $100 Sustaining  ($80 for National/$20 for Chapter) 
 $60 Subscribing  ($48 for National/$12 for Chapter) 
 Other  (Set your own amount. 80% for National/20% for 
Chapter) 
 In addition to my membership dues, I enclose an extra 
contribution for the work of the Chapter, in the amount of ______  
 I do not wish to join, but would like to receive Witness, the 
Chapter newsletter. I enclose $10 to cover costs. 
          Total amount enclosed______________ 
 
 Membership in MFSA is not based on ability to pay. Contact David King or 
President John Schwiebert if you have questions. Their contact information is 
on Page 8. 

 
Name(s)___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EMail______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Congregation_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Make check payable to OR-ID Chapter, MFSA. Mail to David King, Membership Secretary, 1080 Ocean 
Ct., Coos Bay, OR 97420. National membership amounts will be forwarded to the National MFSA 
office in Washington, D.C. 
Your tax-deductible membership includes subscriptions to the National MFSA Social Questions Bulletin 
and the Chapter newsletter, Witness.  
 
 
 

ÒWe propose that the Oregon -
Idaho Annual Conference and its 
congregations study and call 
upon local and state 
governments to enforce fair and 
just immigration policies that 
will protect the rights and well 
being of all immigrants in our 
midst, and that they promote 
educational resources in local 
churches to help members 
advocate for the same.Ó  

Who said that? Well, friends, WE DID—this 
Standing Resolution was adopted with 
overwhelming support by our Annual 
Conference at Willamette University last June, 
2007. 

Supporting information and rationale for the 
Resolution included the following statements: 

• “Tens of thousands of Latino ‘guest 
workers’ are recruited each year by 
major U.S. corporations seeking 
cheap labor to harvest vegetables, 

Embracing the Sojourner  
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plant pine trees on giant timber 
plantations or fill other low wage 
jobs. We must ensure that 
immigrants are not exploited for 
profit and are not subjected to 
violence and hate. We must stand 
for justice and tolerance on behalf 
of those who have left behind 
broken communities to seek a 
better future for their families.” 
(Source: Southern Poverty Law 
Center, Dec. 2006 report) 

 
• “Off-shoring society blames 

immigrants for loss of jobs, but 
Mexico has lost several hundred 
thousand service jobs gained under 
NAFTA in flight to China.” (Source: 
Globalization and the Impact on 
People’s Lives, 2006-2007 UMW 
Mission Study) 

 
• “Call local churches to seek ways to 

welcome, assist, and empower the 
refugee, immigrants, visitors and 
undocumented persons in their 
neighborhood, and to denounce the 
persecution of the sojourner in the 
U.S. as prejudicial and racist.” 
(Source: Book of Resolutions, ¶119, 
adopted 2004) 

 
• “GBCS to advocate for just laws to 

enforce human and civil rights of 
undocumented workers.” (Source: 
Book of Resolutions, ¶267, adopted 
2004) 

Judging by the fear and the “us/them” tenor 
of many letters to the editor in local papers, 
by the frightening things we see happening on 
our borders, and even by the increasing 
tendency of commentators and legislators 
simply to refer to undocumented immigrants 

as “illegals,” (thus denying people even the 
dignity of their humanity!), it is evident that 
immigration can be a volatile topic even to 
address in some places. How is it in your 
church? 

So how do you and I speak for justice in ways 
that will be heard? How do we support our 
pastors as they encourage their congregations 
to study and discuss this issue as we are being 
called to do, and then to take the actions this 
Standing Resolution calls us to do? This is a 
time when wise—and courageous—leadership is 
important. 

Just briefly, I think we make a mistake when 
we begin our conversations by focusing first on 
the economic, political, legal, or policy 
aspects of immigration. They must be 
addressed, of course, but we stop listening to 
one another when we try to “prove” our 
position by starting there. As with most justice 
issues, we will only make headway when we 
begin by identifying and claiming our common 
theological perspective: What do our scriptures 
tell us? How do Jesus’ teachings instruct us? 
What is our faith calling to us to do today? I 
hope that when we begin our conversations 
here we find ourselves better able to hear one 
another’s stories—and experiences and fears—
and better able to work for justice in love.  

I haven’t used it with a local church yet, but 
there is an excellent study, “Responding with 
Faith to Immigration,” on the General Board of 
Church and Society website (www.umc-
gbcs.org) that looks very usable. I recommend 
you check it out. Please let us know what you 
are or are planning to do in regard to this 
Resolution, and we will share it with others.  

Ruth Walton, Editor 

 

 

  

  



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President : 
John Schwiebert  
2116 NE 18th Avenue 
Portland, OR 97212 
(503) 281-3697 
john@metanoiaumc.org  
 
Vice President, National 
Board Representative:  
David Bean 
4154 Calaroga Circle 
West Linn, OR 97068 
(503) 635-0173 
revdaveb@hotmail.com  
 
Secretary : 
Karen Nelson 
P. O. Box 346 
Halsey, OR 97348 
(541) 369-3572 
pastorkaren@gknelson.net  
 
 
 
 

 

Membership Secretary:  
David King 
1080 Ocean Court SE 
Coos Bay, OR 97420 
(541) 267-4589 
revdking@charter.net  
 
Treasurer:  
Jan Nelson  
1845 High Street SE 
Salem, OR 97302 
(503) 364-0312 
jannelson515@msn.com 
 
Members -at -Large:  
Marilyn Outslay, Aloha, OR, 
(Nat.MFSA Co-President) 
Marcia Hauer, Portland, OR  
LoErna Simpson, Corvallis, OR 
 
 
 
 

Metro District Contact Person  
Paul Darling, Portland, OR 
Eastern District Contact Person: 
Matt Henry, Boise, ID 
Central District Contact Person: 
Steve Mitchell, Klamath Falls, OR 
Southern District Contact Person 
Barbara Nixon, Junction City, OR  
 
Newsletter Editor:  
Ruth Walton  
2027 Manorview Cir. NW 
Salem, OR 97304 
(503) 364-5036 
ruthwalton@earthlink.net  
 
Newsletter Publisher:  
Paul LaRue 
2055 Manorview Cir. NW 
Salem, OR 97304 
(503) 585-0805 

paul-ruth-larue@peoplepc.com 

CODE TALK 
Membership dues are paid on a 
calendar year basis.  
 
The code on your address label  
below tells you your current 
membership status. If it says 
12/08, your membership is 
current. If it says 12/07 or before, 
your membership expired on 
December 31 of that year. NM 
indicates that you are a non-
member friend. This year we’ve 
added two codes: CNT says you 
are a non-member contributor, 
and ORG indicates a contributing 
organization. 
 
Your dues and contributions are 
what underwrite the work of 
MFSA. Thank you so much. 
 
If by chance you are “coded” in 
error, please contact David King, 
Membership Secretary. 
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This newsletter is sent to all members of MFSA 
and to other OR-ID United Methodists we think 
might appredciate it. If you know someone who 
would like to get it, let us know. 
 
“Occasional Memos” about timely issues, actions or 
events are sent by e-mail. If you are not receiving 
them periodically, send your e-mail address to Ruth 
Walton, e-mail list tender. 
 
If you do not want to receive either publication, be 
sure to let us know so we do not clutter your 
mailbox. 
 
When you change your address, please let us know 
in advance. It saves the chapter postage costs. 
 
You can join MFSA by contacting our Membership 
Secretary. If you are not ready to join,  any 
contributions toward printing and mailing costs are 
very much appreciated. 

 

MFSA Ð Who We Are  
The Methodist Federation for Social Action (MFSA) is an independent voice for justice within Methodism since 1907. 
MFSA  unites activists within the United Methodist Church to take action on issues of justice, peace and liberation in the church, 
nation and world.  
 
MFSA works primarily through the ministries of the United Methodist Church, supporting and augmenting peace and justice 
ministrie s at the local, conference, and national levels. As an independent organization, we call our church to expand its 
understanding of the radical call of the Gospel to be the inclusive, justice - seeking, risk - taking Body of Christ.  
 
MFSA lives out our belief that to be faithful witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ is to be involved  in the transformation of the 
social order.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


