"I am setting a
plumb line in the
midst of my
people...”

Amos 7:8
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Is This As Good As It Gets?

In the past year [ have
had the opportunity to
serve with the Interfaith
Health Justice (IHIC)
Steering Committee
sponsored by Ecumenical
Ministries of Oregon,
Oregon Action and the
Archimedes Project. This
group hopes to help posi-
tively influence both
state and national legisla-
tion around the issue of
health care. I have been
very impressed with the
experience and political
savvy of the members of
the committee. We have
developed several essen-
tial principles we believe
necessary for effective
health care reform — and
yet [ ask myself, “Is this
as good as it gets?”

Like many others, I have
watched in growing dis-
gust as Congress has pro-
duced an abomination of
proposed health care re-
form legislation that falls
woefully short of what is
needed and what is seem-
ingly preferred by most

people according to
many polls. The Presi-
dent did not propose and
Congress would not al-
low even any considera-
tion of a single-payer,
Medicare-for-all type of
health care system.
Broad, nice sounding
principles were pro-
posed, instead...just as
the IHJC has proposed.
In the discussions of our
committee it was decided
that taking a position in
support of a single-payer
system is politi-
cally...well, impolitic.
So, is this as good as it
gets?

When blind Bartimaeus
cried out to Jesus outside
of Jericho Jesus asked
him, “What is it you
want me to do for you?”
The blind man said, “I
want to see again.” No-
tice that Bartimaeus did
not say to Jesus, “The
principles I hope to
achieve include less dark
and more light.” Had that
been what he wanted
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then Jesus conceivably
might have come up with
daylight savings time a
couple thousand years
earlier than we did...yet
the blind would still be
blind! As it was, how-
ever, Jesus invited Barti-
maeus to ask what he
truly wanted. Regardless
of the impropriety of
shouting for Jesus' atten-
tion, “Son of David”, and
regardless of the sur-
rounding crowd's re-
sponse, it was the blind
man who threw off his
binding garments and
approached Jesus with
his heart's desire. He just
wanted to see again.

The blind man knew
what Congress and my
IHJC group apparently
do not. I wonder if our
church and people of
faith today can “see”
what the blind man saw.
To a world around him
who told him daily of his
limitations the blind man
knew that “No — this is
not as good as it gets!”

Dave Bean, President
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We may conclude, in fact,
that Jesus' message was
precisely the same: “No —
this not as good as it
gets!”

The Biblical prophets
challenged the world and
powers around them with
the question, “Is this as
good as it gets?” MFSA
as an organization and
each of its members are
given the privilege and
responsibility to ask the
prophet's question today,
whether it be around
health care or any other
issue. In a world that tells
us that injustice, inequity,
hunger, poverty and op-

God’s Renewed Creation: Call to Hope and Action

pression is as good as it
gets we must lose our
blinders and timidity. It is
for me and for you to lift
high the question, “Is this
as good as it gets?” and
lift still higher the new
reality to which Jesus
points. Jesus asks, “What
is it you want me to do for
you?” What is your an-
swer? Is this as good as it
gets?

Blessings & peace
- Dave

It is for me and for
you to lift high the
question, “Is this as
good as it gets?”

Have you included your e-mail ad-
dress in your MFSA renewal? This
allows vyou to receive our
“Occasional Memo” electronic up-
dates when there is information to
send out between newsletter publi-
cation dates.

This pastoral letter and foundation document was created by the Council of Bishops in November

2009. A Guide for Group Study of this document is now available at HopeandAction.org or it can be

ordered from Cokesbury at a special February rate of $5 each. Check it out — plan a study group for

Lent or later in the spring.

Register now
for the Annual
Spring Event
— send name,
contact info, &
$25 (for mem-
bers) to MFSA,
PO Box 134,
Salem, OR
97308

Time to Kill the Death Penalty??

By now you should
have received a
mailing with a flyer
for the Annual MFSA
Spring Event to be
held Saturday,
March 6, 2010.
Registrations are
due by February 26
in order to receive

the best price. We
are very excited
about the speakers
who will be present-
ing the day’s mate-
rial and look forward
to some interesting

registration and cof-
fee at 8:30 and will
end by 3 p.m. with
closing worship.

Invite a friend

discussion with all — bring a carful
who attend. The

of people.
event begins with peop
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2010 MFSA Legislative Proposals

The MFSA Executive
Board has been working
on Legislative Propos-
als to submit to the An-
nual Conference Legis-
lative Assembly meet-
ing in April. As a body,
we have determined
that there are three main
issues for which we will
submit new legislation
this year.

We intend to introduce
a Health Care Reform

action request that will
promote a single-payer,
Medicare-for-all type of
health system in the
country. Our UM Social
Principles clearly state
that health care is a ba-
sic human right yet
leaves open the ques-
tion of how all persons
might best actually re-

We will submit legisla-
tion calling for Civil
Public Discourse in
response to what we
often hear today in vari-
ous venues and media
outlets. We believe that
“civility is more than a
rule for polite conduct.
It is a way of life
formed around values

ceive adequate health
care in our for-profit
health care system.

that unite rather than
divide.”

We will present a stand-

SQB Goes Electronic (from National MFSA)

Starting with the summer issue ,
the Social Questions Bulletin
(SQB) will be sent out elec-
tronically. This decision has
been long-discussed and long-
debated, but the time has come.

The SQB will be sent out via e-
mail at approximately the same
increments that current issues
are published (4 to 6 issues a

Your Nomination for the 2010 Mark Chamberlin Award Is Invited

Oregon-Idaho MFSA is
soliciting nominations for
the 2010 Mark Chamber-
lin Award. This award is
intended to recognize the
honoree for faithful ser-
vice in social justice min-
istries that stand with
those who are poor, dis-
enfranchised or excluded,
and that challenge unjust
systems of power in soci-
ety and/or within the
United Methodist Church.
While nominees do not

year). It is important that our e-
mail database is complete and
that it is kept up-to-date. If you
aren't sure that we have your
email address, please send it to
us at mfsa@mfsaweb.org.

As is currently the case, all
future SQBs will also be avail-
able on the MFSA website:
www.mfsaweb.org.

have to be members of
MFSA, they do need to be
a past or present mem-
ber of an Oregon or
Idaho United Methodist
Church.

This award was estab-
lished to honor the faith-
ful witness of The Rev.
Mark Chamberlin of
Gresham, who served as
the volunteer secretary of
MFSA National in the
1950s when the organi-
zation came under attack

Our OR-ID chapter board asks
that if you do not have access to
e-mail, please let us know so
that we can connect you with a
near-by chapter member who
can print a copy for you.

in the anti-communist
“witch-hunts” of the time.

Nominations may be
mailed or emailed to
Karen Nelson by April 30,
2010, for consideration
by a sub-committee of
the MFSA executive
board. (Mailing address:
P.O. Box 346 Halsey, OR
97348; email address
pastorkaren@gknelson.net
Please include in your
letter of nomination a
brief biography of your
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ing resolution on
Immigration Re-
form, co-sponsored
by the Conference
Council on Hispanic/
Latino Ministries.

In consultation with
the Conference Wit-
ness Team, we are
also looking at
which Standing
Resolutions are up
for renewal this year.

Worship Leaders
Connect 3 The Na-
tional MFSA office
has created a Face-
book page for wor-
ship leaders to

share ideas. Check
it out here:

http://
www.facebook.com/
pages/MESA
Lectionary -

Plan-
ning/1838240234277
ref=ts

nominee, including what
makes this person’s life,
attitude and Christian
commitment to justice
ministries outstanding.
Describe specific ways
this person has engaged
in some of the forms of
social justice ministries
named in the first para-
graph above.


mailto:pastorkaren@gknelson.net
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MFSA-Lectionary-Planning/183824023427?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MFSA-Lectionary-Planning/183824023427?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MFSA-Lectionary-Planning/183824023427?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MFSA-Lectionary-Planning/183824023427?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MFSA-Lectionary-Planning/183824023427?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MFSA-Lectionary-Planning/183824023427?ref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MFSA-Lectionary-Planning/183824023427?ref=ts

Oregon-ldaho MFSA WITNESS

Methodist Federation for Social Action

PO Box 134
Salem, OR 97308

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

This newsletter is sent to all Chapter
- 1D United
Methodists we think might appreciate

members and to other OR

it. If you know someone who would
like to get, let us know.

“Occasional Memos” about timely issues,
actions or events are sent by e-mail. If you
are not receiving them periodically, send
your e-mail address to Ruth Walton, e-mail

list tender.

If you don not want to receive either
publication, be sure to let us know so
we do not clutter your mailbox.

When you change your address, please let
us know in advance. It save the Chapter

postage costs.
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CODE TALK

Membership dues are paid on a
calendar year basis.

The code on your address label
indicates your current member-
ship status. If it says 12/09,
your membership is current. If
it says 12/08 or before, your
membership expired on Decem-
ber 31 of that year. NM indi-
cates that you are a non-
member friend. CNT says you
are a non-member contributor,
and ORG indicates a contribut-
ing organization.

Your dues and contributions are
what underwrite the work of
MFSA. Thank you so much.

If by chance you are “coded” in
error, please contact Janet Far-
rell, Membership Secretary.


mailto:revdaveb@hotmail.com
mailto:JanN515@aol.com
mailto:pastorkaren@gknelson.net
mailto:joyfulrev@oregoncoast.com
mailto:revjanet@clearwire.net
mailto:pastorkaren@gknelson.net
mailto:ruthwalton@earthlink.net

