Governor John Kitzhaber 

160 State Capitol
900 Court Street
Salem, Oregon 97301-4047
 

Senator Frank Morse                                                    
900 Court St NE, S-311
Salem, OR, 97301
 

Representative Sara Gelser 
900 Court St NE, H-285
Salem, OR, 97301
 

Representative Andy Olson
900 Court St NE, H-478
Salem, OR, 97301                                                              



February 20, 2011
Senate President Peter Courtney

900 Court St. NE, S-201
Salem, OR 97301

Co-Speaker of the House Bruce Hanna

900 Court St. NE, 269
Salem, OR 97301 

Co-Speaker of the House Arnie Roblan

900 Court St. NE, H-295
Salem, OR 97301 

Dear Governor Kitzhaber,   House Co-Speakers Hanna and Roblan,   Senate President Courtney,

                            Senator Morse, and  Representatives Gelser and Olson:
As members and friends of (Corvallis First) United Methodist Church we are greatly concerned about the Arizona-style anti-immigrant legislation introduced in the 2011 Oregon State Legislature.  We do not want a divisive political environment in Oregon like the one created in Arizona by SB-1070. Unfortunately, against the backdrop of a slowly improving economy, fear, and falling state and local revenue, the Hispanic immigrants have proven to be handy scapegoats in many communities. Currently Oregon and 14 other states have proposed restrictive laws similar to Arizona’s. Fair national policies are the answer, not regressive states’ laws.
We oppose these anti-immigrant bills by Rep. Thatcher & Sen. Kruse being considered in Oregon:
HB 2802- Prohibits any restrictions on enforcing immigration law; criminalizes persons providing transportation to undocumented immigrants; and other provisions.
HB 2803- Requires county to verify immigration status on all persons held in a county correctional facility.

HB 2804- Requires evidence of citizenship for persons registering to vote for the first time in Oregon.

HB 2805- Prohibits state agencies from providing employment, products, services or licenses to persons not lawfully present in U.S.

HB 2806- Limits deductibility of expenses for workers hired after Jan 1, 2012 to only those who have been verified through federal E-Verify system.

SB 182- Makes English the official language of Oregon; and state agencies are not required to provide services or information in other languages except as required by federal and state law.
We oppose anti-immigrant laws for several reasons, whether in Oregon or Arizona or elsewhere:
● Anti-immigrant laws disregard Christian values.   “The United Methodist Church affirms the inherent dignity, value and human rights of all immigrants regardless of their legal status.” (UMC Council of Bishops’ Statement on U.S. Immigration Situation, May 8, 2009.)  Christians are reminded in scripture, “The sojourner who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you should love the sojourner as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.” Leviticus 19:33-34.
● Anti-immigrant laws are unconstitutional.  Most such laws are prejudicial, racial, violate human rights, and they all usurp federal jurisdiction of immigration matters.
● Anti-immigrant laws are costly.  They burn through state and city treasuries because they must be legally defended in court. Passing Arizona SB 1070 also led to a boycott of the state’s tourism and convention industry with an estimated loss of $253 million in the state’s economic output and over $86 million in lost wages over the next two to three years. Added legal costs may double those figures.
We strongly feel that a national policy regarding comprehensive immigration reform in America is the necessary alternative to piecemeal state and local initiatives. 
Such national reform should:  understand why immigrants have come to the U.S. and also recognize their tremendous contributions.  The United Methodist Church does not advocate for ‘open borders’ or for ‘amnesty.’
Rather we urge for a comprehensive approach that:  extends legal protections and human rights to all workers including immigrants, unites families separated by long waits in the current immigration process, increases the number of visas for short-term workers, and provides an earned pathway to citizenship for immigrants.
We look forward to hearing from you about the anti-immigrant bills.
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