
had solicited Rilke's 

advice about his writ-

ing. Rilke advised the 

poet: “Go into your-

self. Search for the rea-

son that bids you write; 

find out whether it is 

spreading out its roots 

in the deepest places of 

your heart; acknowl-

edge to yourself 

whether you would 

have to die if it were 

denied you to write. 

This above all – ask 

yourself in the stillest 

hour of your night: 

must I write? Delve 

into yourself for a deep 

answer. And if this 

should be affirmative, 

if you may meet this 

earnest question with a 

strong and simple “I 

must,” then build your 

life according to this 

necessity; your life 

even into its most in-

different and slightest 

hours must be a sign of 

this urge and a testi-

mony to it.” 
                  Cont. on p. 2 

“As they were going 

along the road, they 

came to some water; 

and the eunuch said, 

'Look, here is some 

water! What is to pre-

vent me from being 

baptized?'” (Acts 8:36 

NRSV) 

 

Each year about this 

time the MFSA Execu-

tive Committee tries to 

ready itself for the 

change of people who 

will be serving in the 

coming year. Some 

leave because their 

term of service has ex-

pired while others 

leave due to a variety 

of personal and profes-

sional reasons. This 

year we say “so 

long” (not good-bye) 

to five people to whom 

we pay homage for 

their selfless service: 

Stuart Shaw, April 

Hall Cutting, Peggy 

Luckman, Ron Whit-

latch, and Matt Henry. 

Thanks to each one of 

these very special peo-

ple for the difference 

they have made! 

 

Making a difference – 

isn't that what we 

would all like to do? 

Yet at the same time 

we often feel inade-

quate to the task. There 

is too little time, too 

little energy, too few 

resources and, besides, 

there are plenty of oth-

ers much more quali-

fied. I've often thought 

to myself, “How frail 

we are if things depend 

on me!” Fortunately, 

however, it does not 

depend on me but on 

us. And it doesn't even 

really depend on us but 

the Spirit moving 

within us. Is it that way 

with you? Do you 

sense the Spirit mov-

ing, stirring? 

 

Thinking of these 

things, I recall how R. 

M. Rilke responded to 

an aspiring poet who 
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ñI am setting a 

plumb line in the 

midst of my  

peopleéò 

Amos 7:8 

Rev. Dave Bean, President 



Has the Spirit spread “out its roots in the deepest 

places of your heart”? I hope so because that is 

the only real power any of us have individually or 

collectively. It is a Spirit that is needed in a 

church  where sexual minorities (see Act 8:36 

above) still exclaim, “What's to prevent me....” 

only to be told by the church, “We will prevent 

you”. 

 

This same Spirit is still needed in a church that 

seems to fear a living Jesus who ministers in the 

midst of the “least of these”, who loves even ene-

mies, dines with sinners, re-orders and re-orients 

the world toward God's Kin-dom. Such an un-

tamed Jesus cannot be crucified again so he is re-

moved through promotion to “on high”, kicked 

safely “upstairs” so that he is no threat when the 

people cry out, “What's to prevent us from caring 

for one another with universal health care for 

all?” and the answer echoes back from insurers 

and politicians, “We will prevent you from social-

ism. A profit is due us.” 

The same Spirit is needed when the people cry 

out, “What is to prevent all from being fed?” and 

the answer comes back from entrenched oligar-

chies and politicians, “We will prevent that in the 

name of free trade. A profit is due us.” The same 

Spirit is needed when the people cry out, “What is 

to prevent us from living in peace?” and the an-

swer echoes back from the military-industrial 

complex and politicians, “We will prevent it be-

cause there is much to fear. And a profit is due 

us.” 

 

In the story of the eunuch who asked, “What is to 

prevent me...?”, the disciple Phillip acted in the 

Spirit so that nothing would prevent God's pre-

cious child being welcomed in the fullness of sha-

lom. Will the culture do so today? Will the church 

do so today? Will your church? Will you? Must 

we? We must! 

      

 Blessings & peace - Dave 
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Sing a New Song ð August 25-28, 2011 
 
MFSA is partnering this year with Reconciling Ministries Network to present 

Sing a New Song, a gathering of United Methodists to be held August 25 ï 
28, 2011. The event will be at Sawmill Creek Resort at Huron, Ohio, on the 

shores of Lake Erie. This will be a time of celebration, friendship, worship, and 
learning that will energize participants of all ages. Special rates are available 

for students and for children and youth. Detailed information about the event, 

costs, and registration are on the website at www.sans2011.org 
 

Ohio is a long way from Oregon and Idaho, and the cost may look daunting. 
Our chapter has set aside some money for scholarships for people who have 

never attended an MFSA or RMN national event .  If you are interested in at-
tending Sing a New Song, contact chapter president Dave Bean at 

revdaveb@hotmail.com for further information about scholarship funds. 
 

 

ñSing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will be one! God will reign 

and weôll walk with each other as sisters and brothers united in love.ò 

  From We Are Called by David Haas 

http://www.sans2011.org
mailto:revdaveb@hotmail.com


The MFSA Board of Direc-

tors met April 30 in Los An-
geles. The most important 
business we transacted was 

the hiring of a new Execu-
tive Director, Jill A. Warren, 

to begin work on July 5. We 
have been without an ex-
ecutive director since Kath-

ryn Johnson resigned in the 
spring of 2010. The selec-

tion committee was very 
pleased with the number 
and qualifications of the ap-

plicants, but the interviews 
led to their unanimous rec-

ommendation to hire Jill. 
 
Jill is an experienced non-

profit executive who has led 
agencies, taught manage-

ment and leadership 

courses at the graduate 

and undergraduate level, 
and provided consulting 
services to foundations, 

agencies, boards of direc-
tors and nonprofit 

CEOs.  Her faith has led 
her to do justice work in 
family violence prevention, 

reproductive health, and 
civil rights while giving 

boldly in her personal phi-
lanthropy to create a more 
just world.  Jill brings a 

contagious level of enthu-
siasm and energy to her 

work, and MFSA is de-
lighted to welcome her to 
its leadership. 

 
Another important topic at 

the meeting was our or-

ganizationôs relationship 

with United Methodists in 
the central conferences in 
Europe, Asia, and Africa. 

MFSA has worked in the 
United States for over 100 

years, but we are beginning 
to come to grips with the 
realities of a global church 

and our role in it. We now 
have a committee working 

to coordinate new initiatives 
to talk and listen to our 
brothers and sisters across 

the whole church. 
  

National MFSA News by Jan Nelson 

meets every other month 

on the third Wednesday 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  We 

alternate meetings between 

Portland and Salem. We 

have been experimenting 

with a video link for some 

of our district reps who 

cannot get to a meeting.  

One of our agenda items 

for our July meeting is dis-

cussing new formats and 

ideas for our meeting 

schedule. 

MFSA Executive Board Seeks New Members 

The board currently has 

openings for 4 at-large 

members (meaning they 

do not have to be from a 

particular geographic area 

or serve as an officer). If 

you (or someone you 

know) would like to be a 

part of the team that 

guides our chapter work, 

stop by the Ministry Mar-

ketplace table and talk to 

a current or past board 

member, or join us for 

dinner on Friday and let 

us know of your interest. 

Presently the MFSA Board 
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A New Conference 

Peace with Justice Co-

ordinator has been se-

lected. Claudia Roberts 

is already at work as in-

terim coordinator, await-

ing official election at AC. 

We look forward to work-

ing with Claudia and 

were delighted to have 

her join us for our May 

Board meeting. 
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Number Title MFSA Supports/Questions/Opposes 

AR#5 *Delete Conference Rules 1.300 and 

1.301 (re: Clergy Leaves) 

NO POSITION 

AR#7 Addendum Requiring Security Deposit 

to The Clergy/Church Parsonage 

Agreement 

NO POSITION 

AR#9 *Clergy Compensation Equalization 

(Legislative Assembly recommends de-

feat.) 

SUPPORT LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RECOM-

MENDATION. Note: MFSA believes this is a jus-

tice issue. However, AR#9 is incomplete in its 

present form. It needs more revision and con-

sideration at a future date. 

AR#11 Delete CEU Requirement from Rule 

10.024 

NO POSITION 

AR#13 The Sense of the Western Jurisdiction 

of The UMC, Para. 304.3 

SUPPORT. This is a justice issue. The Church 

should be embracing ways to move away from 

the current exclusionary words and actions that 

relate to GLBT persons and issues. 

AR#15 *In Conference Rule 5.004 ð remove 

reference to 5.400 

NO POSITION 

AR#17 *Delete Conference Rule 5.146 (re: 

remittance to WS&CB Apportionments) 

NO POSITION 

AR#19 *Delete Conference Rule 5.147 (re: 

5/12 payment of Ministerial Support by 

May) 

NO POSITION 

AR#21 

 

*Reword Conference Rule 5.600 (re: 

District Church Extension Askings) 

NO POSITION 

AR#23 *Support Native American Ministries 

Council in Act of Repentance and Rec-

onciliation Study and Dialogue 

SUPPORT. This is a justice issue. Through this 

we witness and strengthen our relationship 

with Native Americans and Alaska Natives. 

MFSA Legislative Recommendations ð June 2011 

Action Requests 
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Number Title MFSA Support/Questions/Opposes 

SR#5 *Consumer Rights in Health 

Care 

OPPOSE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLYôS SUBSTITUTE RESOLU-

TION. MFSA RECOMMENDS THAT SUBSTITUTE SR#5 BE 

REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR AND BE RE-

PLACED BY THE ORIGINAL SR#5 SUBMITTED BY MFSA.  

The original SR was written in consultation with GBCS staff 

input. We believe it is stronger, and it is in concert with 

health care legislation being acted upon by other confer-

ences. The substitute SR does not call for adequate action 

and odes not reflect the justice statements contained in the 

original resolution. 

SR#7 *Capital Punishment SUPPORT. The deliberate taking of life is incompatible with 

Jesusô teachings of love, mercy, and forgiveness. 

SR#9 Planetary Stewardship SUPPORT. MFSA agrees that our planet is a gift of the Crea-

tor and we have a stewardship responsibility to act in ways 

that sustain this gift. 

SR#11 *Ban on Torture SUPPORT. Torture in any form has no place in the kingdom 

of God. 

SR#13 *Rejection of War as Foreign 

Policy 

SUPPORT. War is incompatible with Jesusô teaching and ex-

ample. 

SR#15 A Statement of Conviction SUPPORT. As with AR#13, the Church should be embracing 

ways to move away from the current exclusionary words 

and actions that relate to GLBT persons and issues. 

SR#17 Living Within the Discipline 

While Moving Forward with 

Ministry: The Sense of the Ore-

gon-Idaho Annual Conference, 

Para. 2702.1(b) 

SUPORT AS AMENDED.  

See rationale for SR#15 

SR#19 The Sense of the Oregon-Idaho 

Annual Conference, Para.  

304.3 

SUPPORT.  

See rationale for SR#15. 

SR#21 *Global Warming/Climate 

Change 

SUPPORT. 

SR#23 Strengthening Relationships 

with Native Americans and 

Alaska Natives 

SUPPORT. We need to support previously established Gen-

eral Conference actions by emphasizing education about 

these issues within OR/ID Conference. 

Standing Resolutions 



General Conference Petitions 

Page 6 

WITNESS  

Number Title MFSA Supports/Questions/Opposes 

GC#5 *Inter-conference Itineration of 

District Superintendents (Leg. As-

sembly recommends defeat.) 

NO POSITION. 

GC#7 *Establish UMC Economic Justice 

Program (Leg. Assembly recom-

mends defeat.) 

SUPPORT LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDA-

TION. GBCS already fills this role in the Church. 

GC#9 *Update Civil Equal Rights ð Para. 

162J 

SUPPORT.  GC#9, GC#11, and GC #13 are all jus-

tice issues that move us toward being a more inclu-

sive church. 

GC#11 Remove Discrimination from Para. 

161F 

SUPPORT. 

GC#13 *Delete Prohibition of Celebration 

of Homosexual Unions ð Para, 

341,6 

SUPPORT. 

Note:  

We have flagged with an asterisk (*) the legislation that appears on the Legislative Assemblyôs Consent Calen-

dar. If you want any of these items to be discussed, they must be removed from the consent calendar.  

MFSA at Annual Conference 

 Stop by our ministry market-

place table and check out whatôs new. 

Join us for dinner on Friday evening.  

Drop by the Reconciling United 

Methodistôs Coffee House on 

Wednesday evening from 7 to 9 p.m. 

in the Santiam Room.  Stories, songs, 

and fellowship. 

Current MFSA members running for elec-

tion as General Conference/

Jurisdictional Conference delegates: 

Laura Jaquith Bartlett, April Hall Cutting,  

Marcia Hauer, Jan Nelson.  

We thought you might want to know. There was 

an article in our last newsletter about selecting 

delegates that you may also find useful. If youôve 

already recycled that newsletter, go to our chap-

ter website to find the article. 



MFSA ï Who We Are 

The Methodist Federation for Social Action (MFSA) is an inde-

pendent voice for justice within Methodism since 1907. 

MFSA unites activists within the United Methodist Church to 

take action on issues of justice, peace and liberation in the 

church, nation and world. 

MFSA works primarily through the ministries of the United 

Methodist Church, supporting and augmenting peace and jus-

tice ministries at the local, conference, and national levels. As 

an independent organization, we call our church to expand its 

understanding of the radical call of the Gospel to be the inclu-

sive, justice-seeking, risk-taking Body of Christ.  

MFSA lives out our belief that to be faithful witnesses to the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ is to be involved in the transformation 

of the social order. 
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Please enter my 2011 MFSA membership in the 

following category: 

  

[ ] $500   Stellar ($50 remains for Chapter work) 

[ ] $200   Spirited ($160 for National MFSA and 

$40 for Chapter) 

[ ] $150   Sustaining ($120 for National MFSA 

and $30 for Chapter) 

[ ] $100   Supporting ($80 for National MFSA 

and $20 for Chapter) 

[ ] $60   Subscribing ($48 for National MFSA and 

$12 for Chapter 

[ ] $____   Set your own membership 

amount 

[ ] In addition to my membership dues, I enclose 

an extra contribution for the work of the Chapter 

in the amount of $_____. 

[ ]I am unable to join at the present time, but 

wish to receive Witness , the Chapter Newsletter. I 

enclose $10 to cover costs. 

Name(s)_________________________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 

 Phone__________________________________________________ 

E-mail __________________________________________________ 

Church name ____________________________________________ 

  

[ ]  New membership           [ ] Renewal 

 Your tax-deductible membership supports the work of both the Na-

tional MFSA and that of the Oregon-Idaho Chapter, and includes sub-

scriptions to the National MFSAôs Social Questions Bulletin  and the 

Chapterôs newsletter, Witness . 

  

Make checks payable to MFSA, OR-ID Chapter. 

Mail to Membership Secretary Janet Farrell, 594 SE Conifer Court, Madras, OR 97741. 
(No one is denied membership for lack of funds. Please contact Presi-

dent David Bean, e-mail revdave@hotmail.com , telephone 503-635-

0173, or Janet Farrell, at 541-460-0199 or e-mail 

revjanet@clearwire.net  if you have questions.) 

  

Methodist Federation for Social Action 

Membership Application, 2011 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Check out the na-

tional MFSA website 

at mfsaweb.org. 

Our chapter website 

can be found at at 

OIMFSA.org. 

mailto:revdave@hotmail.com
mailto:revjanet@clearwire.net


This newsletter is sent to all Chapter members and to 

other OR-ID United Methodists we think might appreci-

ate it. If you know someone who would like to get, let 

us know. 

òOccasional Memosó about timely issues, actions or 

events are sent by e-mail. If you are not receiving 

them periodically, send your e-mail address to Ruth 

Walton, e-mail list tender. 

If you don not want to receive either publication, be 

sure to let us know so we do not clutter your mailbox. 

When you change your address, please let us know in 

advance. It saves the Chapter postage costs. 

  

OREGON-IDAHO CHAPTER EXECUTIVE BOARD, 2010-2011 

C/O Heaven 

Street Address 

City, OR  Zip 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

O R E G O N - I D A H O  M F S A  
WI T N E S S  

President  

David Bean 

4154 Calaroga Circle 

West Linn, OR 97068 

(503) 635-0173 

revdaveb@hotmail.com 

Vice President, National Board 

Representative:  

Jan Nelson  

1845 High Street SE 

Salem, OR 97302 

(503) 364-0312 

jannelson515@msn.com 

Secretary : 

Karen Nelson 

2592 SW Laura Ave. 

Troutdale, OR 97060 

(503) 618-0170 

or (503) 508 -6528 

pastorkaren@gknelson.net 

Treasurer:  

Peggy Luckman 

20140 SW Walquin Court 

Aloha, OR 97007 

(503) 642-4650 

joyfulrev@earthlink.net 

Membership Secretary:  

Janet Farrell 

594 SE Conifer Court 

Madras, OR 97741 

(541) 460-0199 

revjanet@clearwire.net  

pastorjanet@crestviewcable.com 

Members -at -Large:  

Pat Brockman, Portland, OR 

LoErna Simpson, Corvallis, OR 

April Hall Cutting, Corvallis, OR 

Ron Whitlatch, Bearverton, OR 

Kathy Campbell-Barton, Salem, OR 

Metro District Contact Person  

Paul Darling, Portland, OR 

Snake River District Contact Per-

son: Barbara Nixon, Boise, ID 

Central District Contact Person: 

Steve Mitchell, Klamath Falls, OR 

Southern District Contact Person: 

Matt Henry, Myrtle Creek, OR 

Emeritus Members:  

Paul LaRue, Salem, OR 

Ruth Walton, Salem, OR 

Newsletter Editor:  

Karen Nelson 

(503) 508-6528 

pastorkaren@gknelson.net 

Occasional Memo Editor-

Ruth Walton  

1987 Manorview Cir. NW 

Salem, OR 97304 

(503) 364-5036 

ruthwalton@earthlink.net  

CODE TALK 

Membership dues are paid on a 
calendar year basis.  

The code on your address label 
indicates your current member-
ship status. If it says 12/10, 
your membership is no longer 
current.  If it says 12/09 or be-
fore, your membership expired 
on December 31 of that year. 
NM indicates that you are a non
-member friend. CNT says you 
are a non-member contributor, 
and ORG indicates a contribut-
ing organization. 

Your dues and contributions are 
what underwrite the work of 
MFSA. Thank you so much. 

If by chance you are ñcodedò in 

error, please contact Janet Far-

rell, Membership Secretary.  

Non-Profit 

Organization 
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