"I am setting a
plumb line in the
midst of my
people...”

Amos 7:8
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It Begins With a Dream By Dave Bean, MFSA President

"Then afterward I
will pour out my spirit
on all flesh; your
sons and your daugh-
ters shall prophesy,
your old men shall
dream dreams, and
your young men shall
see visions. Even on
the male and female
slaves, in those days,
I will pour out my
spirit.” (Joel 2:28-29
NRSV)

I write these
words a day after the
48" anniversary of
Rev. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King’s "I Have a
Dream” speech deliv-
ered on the steps of
the Lincoln Memorial
in Washington, D.C.
It is also a day after
the formal dedication
of King’s own memo-
rial monument was
postponed by
weather due to Hurri-

cane Irene (“"peace”
in Greek). Only a
few days earlier an
earthquake struck
nearby and left no-
ticeable cracks in
the Washington
Monument.
Hmmm...

Now I am not
suggesting a “"God
did it!” connection
among these events
at all. Lord knows
how much harm can
be traced to us
mere mortals attrib-
uting such events to
God throughout his-
tory. Yet without
making a claim of
any non-existent
connection among
these events, I still
don’t want to miss
the opportunity pre-
sented by these
events to draw any
connections at all!

In doing so I recog-
nize and lift up in
prayer all those af-
fected by both
earthquake and
hurricane.

Do the cracks
in the monument to
the “father” of our
country both reflect
as well as portend
the cracks in our
nation’s body poli-
tic? The earth has
moved. A storm has
come ashore - a
storm with designs
on not just post-
ponement of the
dedication of a
monument Rev.
King never wanted,
nor even the post-
ponement of the
dream he pro-
claimed. It's a
storm with designs
on the dismantling
of the hard-won

Rev. Dave Bean, President
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progress achieved in making his dream a re-
ality and a co-opting of both the dream and
the dreamer.

I grew up in the southeast in the midst
of the most conservative part of Tennessee.
As a teenager I witnessed the civil rights
movement of the 1960’s up close, not fully
understanding its contours or history. I re-
member well the marches, bombings, and
lynchings. I remember having a sense of be-
ing afraid — not so much for myself but afraid
of the white-hot anger of southern racists,
afraid of the equally angry rhetoric of some
of the “radical” black activists, but mostly
afraid for Rev. King and the black people who
were so inhumanely treated. I was also afraid
for our nation which seemed at war with itself
... because it was.

Purely by happenstance, I was in the
Senate gallery when the 1964 Civil Rights Act
was passed. Nonetheless, just two years later
I was also first-hand witness to seeing a
truck full of white men chasing an old beat-
up truck with two young black men in its cab.
The white men giving chase were openly fir-
ing guns out the window, shooting to Kkill in
the full knowledge that they would never be
prosecuted because though it was not legal
to kill another person even in Tellico County
Tennessee, the law and general populace
looked the other way when the slain person
was black.

It took me several more years to un-
derstand and appreciate those times and the
dream that Rev. King proclaimed almost half
a century ago. No doubt he understood well
that the forces arrayed against him were the
“powers and principalities”. Yet then, too, the
earth moved and a storm came ashore - not
an earthquake or a hurricane but a dream - a
dream rooted in God’s vision of shalom and

in our founder’s vision of liberty and justice
for all. It began with a dream sparked by the
Spirit pointing to a new promised land and
nurtured in the inalienable rights be-
queathed to all persons in our founding
documents.

Despite milestones of progress that
have blossomed forth from Rev. King’s
dream, make no mistake that the powers
and principalities never went away alto-
gether because they did not. They are alive
and all too well. The earth is moving again
and storm clouds are spewing forth not
dreams but nightmares. Rev. King’s dream
galvanized the civil rights movement but he
also made the connections to those common
issues that affect us all including issues of
poverty and health, labor and economic jus-
tice, as well as war and human rights. We
must do the same today because all these
are under assault.
| Rev. King began with a dream but
worked tirelessly with others who either
shared or who caught the dream and to-
gether formed an improbable grassroots
movement that stormed across our nation
and shook the world. We must do the same.
When the storms come and the earth
moves, some will sleep through it all while
others will be consumed by it all. In Jesus’
name I urge you, however, to join with
MFSA (or invite us to join with you!), not to
sleep or be consumed but to dream again! I
invite you to take a step into a new move-
ment in the Spirit of the one who calms the
storms and reigns over the earth. Before it
can blossom into reality, it begins with a
dream. Join us in Eugene on October 1% or
any other time. Come - let us dream the
dreams of dreamers and work the work of
dreams waiting yet to be fulfilled.
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New Leaders in Conference Positions

Juanita Villarreal, Bea-
verton UMC, is now the co-
ordinator for the rapid re-
sponse team messages
sent out on behalf of Bill
Mefford of The General
Board of Church & Soci-
ety. Previously, Ron Whit-
latch was filling this

role. Juanita is an active
member of Beaverton UMC

to serve as a Metro District
Hispanic/Latino Ministries
Council. Welcome Juanita.

Claudia Jean Roberts is
our new Peace with Justice
Coordinator for the Oregon
-Idaho Conference. She is
a lifelong Methodist who

and has recently created a
non-profit to manage the
Hispanic Resource Center
located at Beaverton

UMC. She also was instru-

mental in getting a group of
interested persons together

has had a passion for jus-

tice almost as long. She is

an active member at Fre-
mont United Methodist

Church serving currently
as co-lay leader, chairing

MFSA Executive Board Welcomes New Members

Rhoda Pittman Markus
is the newly elected treas-
urer for OR-ID MFSA. She
is a retired elementary
school teacher and retired
deacon of the United Meth-
odist Church. Grounded in
experiences such as Peace
Corps in the 60's, several
VIM trips to Central Amer-
ica, training in the National
Plan for Hispanic/Latino
Ministries, and Cultural
Competency, Rhoda is fo-
cusing on serving and
leading in ways related to
Social Justice in this sea-
son of life. Two beyond
the local church activities
that are life giving to her
are serving on the staff for
Strength for the Journey

camp and acting as a board
member of a community
non-profit Adelante Mujeres
whose mission is the edu-
cation and empowerment of
low income Latina women
and their families. Rhoda
lives in Cornelius and par-
ticipates in the life and min-
istry of Forest Grove United
Methodist Church.

Louise Kienzle joins the
executive board as a new at
-large member. Louise is a
long-time Methodist and
music teacher. She has re-
cently moved from John
Day, OR to Hermiston,
where she has taken a new
position as music teacher in
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Outreach and playing in the
hand bell choir. She has
been a member of MFSA for
about 15 years and prom-
ises to continue in Kathy
Campbell-Barton’s shoes
and also bring some new
ideas to the table. She is
looking forward to working
with MFSA and the confer-
ence Witness team.

the public schools. Louise is
active in church and com-
munity music. She has also
traveled twice with a mis-
sion team to Kenya and cre-
ated a connection between
the children she taught in
John Day and a school in
Kenya.

We welcome Rhoda and
Louise to the board.
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SANS: Inspiring, Awakening, Challenging! By Janet Farrell

What was a sixty-something, straight, progressive
clergywoman from rural Oregon doing at her first
Convocation or Voices of Faith? Feeling right at
home while being affirmed, awakened, inspired
and challenged!

refreshing and profound truth-telling from speakers
and the delight folks exude in solidarity. | heard
again and again the call to be authentically who |
am, the challenge to take real risks and the mandate
to hold love and grace along with the integrity of
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as much as it awakened and affirmed what my
heart already knows. It was incredibly inspira-
tional to be immersed (baptism imagery intended)
in the energy of a large group of persons who so
passionately value justice ¢ a value preciously held
because many have experienced on a cellular level
what it means to be excluded for who they are.

| witnessed genuine hugs, heart-felt conversations,

Former MFSA Executive Board member Ron Whit-

latch and his wife Cathy have moved to New York City
where they have taken new assignments with the General
Board of Global Ministries. Cathy is now the Missionary in
Residence serving as a liaison between the global mis-
sionary community and the GBGM staff and board of di-
rectors. Ron continues as a National Plan for Hispanic/
Latino Ministries missionary, but under a special assign-
ment as Coordinator of Brazilian Ministries. In this role he
is primarily working with a local congregation near Dan-
bury, Connecticut to help them start new ministries with
Brazilians. The Danbury area is home to an estimated
10,000 Brazilians and there is no United Methodist con-
gregation serving them at this time.

Prior to moving to the Big Apple both were employed by
GBGM and resided in Aloha, Oregon. Ron served as the
Conference Director of Hispanic Ministries while Cathy
was the Mission Interpreter for the Western Jurisdiction.
Even though they miss the Pacific Northwest lifestyle, they
enjoy the lively environment of their new domicile and
have had opportunity to explore the city. It has been a
major adjustment moving from a home with a garden in
Aloha to a small apartment on the tenth floor of Manhattan
Valley. No longer having a vehicle, they recently bought
folding bicycles which snugly fit in their bedroom. Central
Park and Riverside Park are only a few blocks away and
offer a respite from the crowded and hectic city streets.

They can be contacted by email at ronwhit-
latch@gmail.com, by phone 319-750-4197, or by regular
mail at 123 104™ St. (10 H), New York, NY 10025.

ejoyre e myself too seriously
while intentionally answering the call and the chal-
lenge.

Thank you, thank you to MFSA and RMN for the
scholarships which helped make it possible for me to
participate in this amazing, inspiring, awakening and
challenging event. You may have to start referring
to me as "Her Sassiness"!

You can read more and see pictures at sans2011.org.

Rut h Walton was presented
Award at Annual Conference in June.
The first paragraph of her award presenta-
tion reads as follows: This recipient has lived
her life in accordance with her belief that if you
are serious about your faith, your faith is reflected
in how you live your life. She has had a lifelong
commitment to work tirelessly for social justice.
She has also given distinguished service in the
area of Christian Education, was a pioneer
church business administrator and is a retired
diaconal minister. Her service to local churches
and our annual conference stretches over a half
century. It continues today.

The award presentation wen
work from the 196006s 06700s
cludes with the ways in which she has continued

to serve the church in her retirement. Space limi-

tations do not permit printing all of the details in

this newsletter, but those details can be found on

our chapter website.

Thank you, Ruth, for your continued work with
MFSA, for helping shepherd our collective mem-
ory, for keeping our lists of previous officers, for
watching out for details, for sending out occa-
sional memos, for being you.


mailto:ronwhitlatch@gmail.com
mailto:ronwhitlatch@gmail.com
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Reflections- Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial By LoErna Simpson, Corvallis, MFSA board member

A major event at the National Mall in Washington DC this summer was the grand opening of the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial the week of Aug 22, through the dedication on Sun. morning Aug. 28,
2011 (which was cancelled but will be rescheduled). The MLK Memorial is the first memorial on the
National Mall devoted not to a US President or war hero, but to a citizen activist for civil
rights and peace. It honors an African-American man of conscience who was dedicated to non-violence
and worked for universal freedom, equality and justice. Unfortunately the 11am MLK dedication cere-
mony Sunday, with guest speaker President Obama, had to be cancelled when Hurricane Irene swept up
the entire East Coast and hit DC with high winds and rain from early Sat. morning through Sun. noon.

My daughter from WV and I planned to attend this special event as a tribute and memorial to two
people — Dr. King and my husband, Jim Simpson, who died in early April this year. Last year Jim and I
had looked forward to attending the MLK Dedication, because he had participated in the "March on
Washington for Jobs and Justice” on Aug 28, 1963. He and about 20 other NAACP members in Milwau-
kee, WI had hired a bus and rode to DC the day before. They arrived late at night, slept in a church
basement near the Washington Mall, and got up the next morning expecting to join a crowd of perhaps
a thousand people, having seen no one else yet. However, when they walked over the hill in view of the
Washington Monument they realized that many thousands had come (estimated at 260,000). It was a
truly memorable event in his life.

Back to the present... So my daughter and I decided to make the pilgrimage. Despite the cancel-
lation of the dedication ceremony, we proceeded with our DC flight on Fri, Aug 26. After arriving in DC,
we dashed over to the Memorial site till 10pm. We were able to complete our pilgrimage as we walked
through the “"mountain of despair,” a massive boulder cut in two, symbolizing the struggle faced in the
quest for equality and peace. The center section of the boulder was moved forward into the plaza, and
Dr. King’s statue, thoughtful and standing firm, emerges in that 28 ft. granite “stone of hope” from the
“mountain of despair.” "With this faith we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of
hope.” -Martin Luther King, Jr. Additionally two tall walls of granite totaling 500 feet are on each side of
the mountain of despair and are engraved with quotations from Dr. King’s speeches and writings.

After being confined for 36 hours in our hotel while it rained, we visited other places where we
experienced additional connections to themes surrounding Dr. King’s experiences and vision for human
rights and equality.

(1) In the American History Museum are several rooms of African American History and Culture that re-
veal the richness and diversity of the African American experience as well as the harsh realities of slav-
ery, reconstruction, segregation and the civil rights movement. The Smithsonian has approved building
the National Museum of African American History and Culture, due to open in 2015. Currently they are
in the middle of fund raising $250 million from private citizens, so I hope many of you will join me in
contributing to this important museum. Search the internet at www.nmaahc.si.edu to learn more.

(2) The National Museum of the American Indian is the newest Smithsonian, with an exquisite building
of rough brown stone, curves and flowing water, completely designed by trained, skilled natives. It fea-
tures four floors and beautiful, interactive changing exhibits. Again we see the harmful actions of con-
quering nations, and the themes of human rights, equality and justice.

(3) The current special exhibit ‘Race- Are We So Different?’ is in the Museum of Natural History. Exhibits
stimulate your thinking in new ways. Current science tells us we share a common ancestry and the dif-
ferences among people we see are natural variations, results of migration, marriage and adaptation to
different environments. Differences in people’s skin color are based on annual UV radiation exposure
over many centuries. Before the 15™ century the concept of ‘race’ was not known. When Europeans ex-
plored the new worlds, they found people who had different cultures and societies and looked different
from them. But how could they explain that? The American Anthropological Association
(www.understandingrace.org ) says “Race is not found in nature but made by people in power. Racial
classification provided a way to justify privilege and oppression by making inequality appear to be the
result of natural differences.”

This visit to Washington DC was so meaningful, enriching and informative. I'd encourage others
to go to DC for the soon-to-be rescheduled MLK Dedication ceremony sometime this fall and spend a
few days there. (www.dedicatethedream.org) My pilgrimage there has ended and has been so very
meaningful, and I'll continue to work for human rights and justice for all people.



http://www.nmaahc.si.edu/
http://www.understandingrace.org/
http://www.dedicatethedream.org/
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Clergy Signers of Marriage Statement to go Public by Dave Bean

At our OR-ID Annual Conference in June a clergy statement titled, "We Will Not Discriminate
in Our Ministries” was made available for all willing clergy to sign. Since then others have
also added their names as well for a total of 72 clergy signers (active and retired) in the OR-
ID conference and 1,000+ nationally. The statement affirms that those signing will not dis-
criminate against prepared LGBTQ couples seeking to be married.

When initially circulated it was made clear that the names of those signing would be made
public. In concert with actions of clergy in other UMC Annual Conferences we will be making
the list of signers names public with a formal announcement at the “A Spirituality of Justice -
for times that try our souls” MFSA event at the Eugene First UMC on Saturday, October 1*,
Those who have yet to sign but wish to do so prior to October 1% may email their request to
be included to Dave Bean (revdave@hotmail.com). Those who have already signed but who
for their own reasons may wish to be listed only as “anonymous” should also send notifica-
tion to Dave Bean.

We encourage all who are able to be present to join us for the public announcement as we
continue to make our witness to Jesus’ gospel of inclusive love. We anticipate making the an-
nouncement shortly after our MFSA event begins at 10 a.m. There is no fee associated with
being present for the announcement; however those wishing to stay for the full event (ends
at 2 p.m.) including the catered lunch will be charged for the meal and should notify Dave
Bean at least 3 days prior to the event.

Please note: The “A Spirituality of Justice - for times that try our souls” is a workshop pre-
sented by MFSA and is not directly related to the public announcement of the clergy state-
ment. However, we believe that the announcement is itself a reflection in part of what the
workshop will seek to present in order to help empower others in all fields of the ongoing
work of justice.

The following people have been elected as
delegates to General Conference 2012: MEMBERSHIP NOTE
Rev. Laura Jaquith Bartlett; Jan Nelson
Has there been a pastoral change in your life? If you are laity,
ask your new pastor if she or he is a member of MFSA. If you
are a pastor, include a question about MFSA in your getting
Rev. Donna Pritchard; Bonnie McOmber acquainted routine. In either case, schedule a time to further

Rev. April Hall Cutting; Vincent Myers the conversation about appropriate ways for your congrega-

And to Jurisdictional Conference 2012:
Rev. Clay Andrew; David Armstrong

tion to learn more about MFSA and encourage member-
ship. Need any brochures? I'd be glad to send some!

Jurisdictional Reserve delegates are:
Rev. Scott Harkness; Mark Bateman
Rev. John Go; Norman Dyer Janet Farrell, Membership Secretary
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Methodist Federation for Social Action
Membership Application, 2011

Please enter my 2011 MFSA membership in the
following category:

[ ]1$500 sStellar ($50 remains for Chapter work)

[ ]1$200 sSpirited ($160 for National MFSA and
$40 for Chapter)

[ ]$150 Sustaining ($120 for National MFSA
and $30 for Chapter)

[ ]1$100 Supporting ($80 for National MFSA
and $20 for Chapter)

[ ]$60 Subscribing ($48 for National MFSA and
$12 for Chapter

I T

amount

Set your own membership

[ 1 In addition to my membership dues, I enclose
an extra contribution for the work of the Chapter
in the amount of $

[ 71 am unable to join at the present time, but
wish to receive Witness, the Chapter Newsletter. I
enclose $10 to cover costs.

Name(s)

Address

Phone

E-mail

Church name

[ 1 New membership [ 1 Renewal

Your tax-deductible membership supports the work of both the Na-
tional MFSA and that of the Oregon-Idaho Chapter, and includes sub-
scriptions to the National MFSA's Social Questions Bulletin and the
Chapter’s newsletter, Witness.

Make checks payable to MFSA, OR-ID Chapter.

Mail to Membership Secretary Janet Farrell, 594 SE Conifer Court, Madras, OR 97741.
(No one is denied membership for lack of funds. Please contact Presi-
dent David Bean, e-mail revdave@hotmail.com , telephone 503-635-
0173, or Janet Farrell, at 541-460-0199 or e-mail
janetbfarrell@gmail.com if you have questions.)

Check out the national
MFSA website at
mfsaweb.org.

Our chapter website can
be found at OIMFSA.org.

MFSA i Who We Are

The Methodist Federation for Social Action (MFSA) is an inde-
pendent voice for justice within Methodism since 1907.

MFSA unites activists within the United Methodist Church to
take action on issues of justice, peace and liberation in the
church, nation and world.

MFSA works primarily through the ministries of the United
Methodist Church, supporting and augmenting peace and jus-
tice ministries at the local, conference, and national levels. As
an independent organization, we call our church to expand its
understanding of the radical call of the Gospel to be the inclu-
sive, justice-seeking, risk-taking Body of Christ.

MFSA lives out our belief that to be faithful witnesses to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ is to be involved in the transformation
of the social order.
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Methodist Federation for Social Action
PO Box 134

Salem, OR 97308

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

us know.

o0Occasional

Walton, e-mail list tender.

This newsletter is sent to all Chapter members and to
other OR-ID United Methodists we think might appreci-
ate it. If you know someone who would like to get, let

Me mo s p
events are sent by e-mail. If you are not receiving
them periodically, send your e-mail address to Ruth

If you don not want to receive either publication, be

sure to let us know so we do not clutter your mailbox.
When you change your address, please let us know in

advance. It saves the Chapter postage costs.
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President

David Bean

4154 Calaroga Circle
West Linn, OR 97068
(503) 635-0173
revdaveb@hotmail.com

Vice President, National Board
Representative:

Jan Nelson

1845 High Street SE

Salem, OR 97302

(503) 364-0312
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Secretary :
Karen Nelson

2592 SW Laura Ave.
Troutdale, OR 97060

(503) 618-0170

or (503) 508-6528
pastorkaren@gknelson.net
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Rhoda Pittman Markus
2298 N Gray Street
Cornelius, OR 971137386
(503) 357-3998 (Home) or
(503)-201-1233 (Cell)
revrpm@frontier.com

Membership Secretary:

Janet Farrell

594 SE Conifer Court

Madras, OR 97741

(541) 460-0199
janetbfarrell@gmail.com
pastorjanet@crestviewcable.com

Members -at-Large:

Pat Brockman, Portland, OR
LoErna Simpson, Corvallis, OR
April Hall Cutting, Corvallis, OR
Louise Kienzle, Hermiston, OR
Kathy CampbeltBarton, Salem, OR
Paul Darling, Portland, OR

timely i

Metro District Contact Person

Pat Brockman, Portland, OR
Snake River District Contact Per-
son: Barbara Nixon, Boise, ID
Central District Contact Person:
Steve Mitchell, Klamath Falls, OR
Southern District Contact Person:
Babs Eggleston, Grants Pass, OR

Emeritus Members:
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(503) 364-5036
ruthwalton@earthlink.net
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CODE TALK

Membership dues are paid on a
calendar year basis.

The code on your address label
indicates your current member-
ship status. If it says 12/10,
your membership is no longer
current. If it says 12/09 or be-
fore, your membership expired
on December 31 of that year.
NM indicates that you are a non
-member friend. CNT says you
are a non-member contributor,
and ORG indicates a contribut-
ing organization.

Your dues and contributions are
what underwrite the work of
MFSA. Thank you so much.

If by chance you are “coded” in
error, please contact Janet Far-
rell, Membership Secretary.
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