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Preparing the Way By Dave Bean, MFSA President

“A voice cries out: 'In

the wilderness pre-
pare the way of the
Lord, make straight
in the desert a high-
way for our
God.”” (Isaiah 40:3
NRSV)

Since May of
this year over 1,100
United Methodist
clergy across the
country have signed
marriage non-
discrimination state-
ments affirming that
they will officiate at
marriages of all pre-
pared couples. Sev-
enty-two clergy in
the OR-ID Annual
Conference are in-
cluded in the total.
Unfortunately,
though not a sur-
prise, over 2,700
conservative clergy
along with over
11,000 lay persons
signed a letter de-

manding that our
UM Council of Bish-
ops issue a state-
ment condemning
those 1,100 of us
who have chosen
not to discriminate
in our ministries.

On November
10, 2011 the Coun-
cil of Bishops issued
a letter responding
to the action of the
1,100 as requested
by the larger, con-
servative group.
The Bishops’ letter
may be found on
the UM Council of
Bishops website,
UMCouncilofBish-
ops.org.

In response
to the Bishops' let-
ter, I sent the fol-
lowing statement to
OR-ID RUMs group
and to our MFSA
Executive Commit-

tee, who have since
then endorsed the
statement:
God Bless the UM
Bishops
God bless

the Bishops for
responding as
gently as they
could to the de-
mands of those
angered by the
over 1,000 UM
clergy who have
committed to per-
forming mar-
riages for all pre-
pared persons
without discrimi-
nation. The Bish-
ops’ letter of No-
vember 10, 2011
meets the de-
mands made by
the angry mobs
and does so with
appropriate scrip-
tural and pastoral
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language as well as obedience to the
Book of Discipline (BOD). So — God bless
the Bishops, because I cannot. My guess
is that the angry mobs will not bless
them either.

First, I cannot bless the Bishops
because they mischaracterize “holy un-
ions” as marriage which, of course, they
are not. Second, I cannot bless the Bish-
ops because they have carefully chosen
to accept the false and negative claim
that those of us who have chosen not to
discriminate in our ministries are “in op-
position to the BOD.” Instead, what is
true is that we are in favor of the inclu-
sive Gospel of Jesus Christ and that we
call the Church to repentance for its op-
position to the inclusive Gospel of Jesus
Christ seen in the Church’s exclusionary
language found in the BOD directed at
persons solely on the basis of their sex-
ual identities. Finally, I cannot bless the
Bishops because they have acted as the
church leaders Jesus describes as those
who “...tie up heavy burdens, hard to
bear, and lay them on the shoulders of
others, but they themselves are unwill-
ing to lift a finger to move
them.” (Matthew 23:4 NRSV)

No, I cannot bless the Bishops but
there are still things that I can do and
that I must do. I can love the Bishops
just as I am loved. I can also love those
whose angry demands prompted the let-
ter of the Bishops. And, I can continue to
work in solidarity with others who are
willing to “lift a finger” until that day
when Christ’s Spirit will finally "move
them.”

Rev. Dave Bean, One of the 1,000 Sign-

ers, President, OR-ID Chapter MFSA and
The Executive Committee, OR-ID MFSA

Since release of this statement I have
joined with others coordinating this non-
discrimination movement across the country
to further collaborate on our collective re-
sponse and actions. Additional “talking
points” were identified such as: The BOD
supports ministry to/with all of our mem-
bers; unity based on exclusion is contrary to
the Gospel of Jesus Christ; Bishops and
clergy must support the BOD but not by re-
quiring that some of our members have only
the crumbs under the table to eat; Jesus
taught that we should use our conscience to
assess religious rules and to reject those
which place the rules above the people, e.g.
Jesus said, “"The Sabbath was made for peo-
ple, not people for the Sabbath.”

All of this information is shared in or-
der to help you to share it with others! I be-
lieve it is inevitable that our denomination
will one day disavow its shameful and hurtful
policies toward sexual minorities as it has
before with regard to divisions around race,
gender, and other issues of discrimination.
In this Advent Season of preparing the way,
it is important that you and I do precisely
that with regard to marriage equality.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. still
instructs us today with his caution that
[paraphrased] “Justice does not roll in on
the wheels of inevitability. Time is not neu-
tral and justice delayed is justice denied. In-
justice that affects one person directly af-
fects all people indirectly.” So, let us be tire-
less workers preparing the way in our united
efforts to end this fundamental betrayal of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ which continues
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to shackle us to the slavery of bigotry and biblical idolatry. Doing so is simply called
“stepping out in faith” and it carries with it the Gospel demand of the “fierce urgency of

”

now.

National Farmworkers

Ministry Honors Oregon

Worker, Rev. Ed Brant

"During our August Board
meeting in Portland, OR,
NFWM honored the Oregon
Farm Worker Ministry, its

Board and chairperson Rev. Ed
Brandt, for their long standing
commitment to solidarity with

Scholarship Fund Established

One of the goals we
have set for our OR-ID
MFSA chapter is the estab-
lishment of a scholarship
fund that could be used to
help our members partici-
pate in fruitful training and
service events. For exam-
ple, this past summer we
drew upon our very limited
general funds to help send
two people to the Sing a
New Song event in Ohio.
They along with others who
attended this event report
their great appreciation for
the learning and inspiration
they received.

Blessings & peace,

farm workers in the strug-
gle for justice.

Executive Director Virginia
Nesmith presented Ed with
a Certification of Apprecia-
tion. Erik Nicholson of the
UFW and Ramon Ramirez

of PCUN, both of whom
have long histories with

Ed, told stories of his cour-

With General Confer-
ence coming in April in
Tampa, Florida, it is impor-
tant that we have as many
allies present as possible to
support our collective efforts
there. Additionally, there are
other training events and na-
tional events each year that
would greatly enrich the life
and work of our chapter if we
could afford to send people.
That 6s where
Please consider donating to
our MFSA Scholarship Fund.
You can make a one-time
donation or send monthly or
quarterly contributions;

Y (

Dave

age and persistence in the
struggle.”

This article was submitted
by Ruth Walton as found in
the Fall 2011 Newsletter of
National Farmworker Minis-
try News and Views. Rev. Ed
Brandt has been a long time
affiliate with our MFSA
chapter.

by Dave Bean, chapter president

whichever works best for you.
What is important is that we
be able to continue our work
of peace and justice with
trained and motivated people
who strive to carry the pro-
phetic voice and prophetic
actions on behalf of the
church of Jesus Christ.

Scholarship funds are
made available, at the discre-
tion of the Executive Board,
to any MFSA member attend-
ing an approved event.

Thanks!
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The View from Inside and Outside Hillview UMC, BoisehyRev. Barbara Nixon

A few weeks ago my congregation partici-
pated in the Interfaith
ence.

Al

The point of this was to express hospitality and re-
spect for other faith perspectivesd an openness to
listening and sharing. The suggestion from the Inter-
faith Alliance was to offer brief readings from the To-
rah and t he Gos pe-lbecausend t
daism, Christianity and Islam have all sprung for the
same early sources, known as the Abrahamic tradi-
tion. This 3-part sharing would be sign of goodwill

and a counterpoint to the bias that equates Islam with
terrorism.

he

Dozens of churches formally participated,
including the National Cathedral in Washington D.C.,
Riverside Baptist Church in New York City and many
more churches of various sizes and denominations
scattered around the country. | cannot say exactly
what happened in those churches, but at Hillview we
experienced praise-filled and prayerful worship as we
always do and we took a few moments near the be-
ginning of the service to welcome guest readers from
the Islamic Center and Ahavath Beth Israel Syna-
gogue in Boise. Then these readers, along with our
own liturgist, read brief, similar passages from their
own scriptures.

We heard about love from the Torah, read in
Hebrew and English. We heard about love from the

Qurdan, read in Arabic and
love from our own Gospels, but only in English (our
l'iturgist said it was ndall

no additional commentary during worship, but after
the entire service was complete, the discussion class
I lead spent its time in conversation with our visitors.
This was a rich and candid time of sharing that left us
all wanting more such opportunities. We have
agreed to do this again and to widen the circle when
we doé

That 6s wh a tinside difivigve axfewd
weeks ago. But, there is more to the story---what
was happening outside the church. Early that same
morning, while | was still at home, my phone rang. A
local talk show host was calling to see if | could an-
swer some questions live on the radio-- to respond to
the sea of calls that had been coming in to his pro-
gram. What was happening at our church?! Was
the Quréan being taught fro
earth would we be doing this? | juggled a few things
in my schedule and answered a few questions on the
air. | was actually quite glad for the call. It gave me
a chance to state plainly what we were doing. Even

if there were people who di

least they would know what we were ACTUALLY DOING.

iA few ghene dalisand terhailsShataveek dad suggrspee thait -
word had traveled about Hillview participating in this event
and there was shock and anger from some folks about

what they assumed we were doing.

Later that morning, a few people (not connected to
the earlier radio broadcast) stood on the sidewalk outside
of Qur charehndistributing flyers to anyone who would take
one as we came and went.
length and without contextd in order to portray Muslims as
violent people. (Here | must stop, mid-story, and say that it
is equally easy for anyone who dislikes Christians to lift
quotes selectively from our scriptures and cite pages from
our history to make us look very violent and aggressive as
well.)

The

Back inside Hillview, during our conversation time,
we told our new Muslim friends we were sorry for the un-
friendly greeting as they entered our property. They
brushed this off. iWe are
stopped trying to convince
After this, we talked about other things; important things,
where we COULD make a difference.

Stepping back from this experience a few Sundays
ago, it seems to me, that when we listen to each other, God
speaks in new and beautiful ways. The readings and the
conversation moved us and connected us. No one tried to
persuade anyone of anything. There was no teaching, no
coercing, no arguing, no conversions, ho pronouncements
EamgHe puipit. .Instead dVassumiagthhatwe knevoall there
was to know about people whose faith journeys are differ-
ént feom bur dwa, wé Simply Istengd to each ©thee r e

And the God | know through Jesus? My God is not
offended and does not need to be shielded from such hos-
pitality and exploration. What better place to speak about
our challenges and differences than in church? What bet-
ter place to discover what we might hold in common; what
we share as members of the human family, than in church?

wa s

| want to encourage this kind of listening and pay-
ing attention. So much can go wrong when we make as-
sumptions about who people are, what they believe, and
what they are doing. So much can go right when we open
ourselves to each other in the presence of God.

Barbara wrote this article for the Idaho Statesman on July

43 thep :(}%};;lﬁrt]ﬂgﬁo:??agci:pvged to W}?#der to Shoulder, an

- : O X
event in célebrating | terfaltn work in com-
munities around the country.

sagreed or didnoét | at

usec
peor
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Trying to Solve the Plight of Homeless People in One Oregon Community
By LoErna Simpson, Corvallis

The number of homeless people in Oregon and our nation has been increasing rapidly in the past few years
with the dip in our U.S. economy and loss of many jobs. The United Methodist Church understands clearly our biblical
mandate in Isaiah 58:6-7 to care for the poor, the homeless and the hungry.

The United Methodist Church must continue to affirm the right of all persons to live without deprivation in safe,
sanitary, and affordable housing. The United Methodist Church must clearly assert that inequitable public poli-
cies, unfair and discriminatory private-sector practices have deprived many of that right. The church must teach
its constituents that homelessness is a violation of human dignity and an affront to the biblical mandate to do
justice. We must use all our power to eliminate the causes of homelessness and to work along with others to
eradicate it. Social Principles, 1 162A, Book of Resolutions, UMC, 2004

Here is just one example of a community that has begun to respond to people being homeless. From the begin-
ning Corvallis First United Methodist Church was one of the many Corvallis partners in this work.

Community Outreach, Inc, a non-profit organization in Corvallis, was established in 1971 to help people help
themselves lead healthy and productive lives. This involves many aspects-- crisis intervention, dental clinics, emer-
gency food boxes, mental health services, etc. The organization can provide rooms for 7 nights to people needing shel-
ter. However, clients need to be drug and alcohol free to sleep there. So many do not qualify for a temporary place to
sleep.

The6 Corvallis Homel es svaseétablistiee in the(pasadedadeitodimd&olutions for people
who are homeless but may not be drug and alcohol free yet. (The Homeless Shelter Coalition is complemented by Cor-
vallisd |l ong standing Stone Soup program that provides fo

Several projects addressing homelessness have been developed under the auspices of the Corvallis Homeless
Shelter Coalition. Underlying support has come from both the Benton County Commissioners who developed a Ten
Year Plan to Combat Homelessness, and the Corvallis City Council.

First, the Mends Cold Weather Shel ter wa gnorghsoldawedthers h e d
period, Nov 15 through March 15. Currently seventeen different Corvallis organizations, mostly faith groups, support
this program by providing staffing for a one or two week period. Around 35 men have found warmth and shelter at night
this past mont h, but the group has sometimes increased to
established two years ago, where 4 to 8 women are housed overnight.

Second, a major accomplishment occurred in August of 2011 as an outgrowth of the Cold Weather Shelters.

The Coalition was able to establish an apartment home ser
substantial amount of money through grants and donations. This is permanent, supported housing for each individual.
Funding for a case manager has been secured to assist in
ies across the U.S. have shown that the 6éHousing Firstdéd m

homelessness. Having a secure, safe, warm place to call home provides that person the stability needed to then begin
to become alcohol and drug free.

Third, the Corvallis Daytime Drop-In Center was established several years ago, open Mon.-Fri. from 9am to
2pm. Morning snacks are available and socializing is important. This is a point of entry for referrals to many community
services and this year a licensed counselor has been funded for 4 mornings a week. The Homeless Employment
Launching Project/HELP was started this summer to provide part-time paid work to homeless people.

ltés a start. We realize webve not yet begun to serve
tion is key. |Itbds evident that it takes a community to er
making a difference. If you have questions about any of these programs, contact LoErna Simpson, 541-619-1379. She
can direct your questions to the appropriate resource person.

Whathasyourc hur ch been doing to help the homeless peopl e i
solutions, and pray for Godés guidance.
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Statement Against the Death Penalty

The following statement was drafted by the MFSA Executive Board at their November 16
meeting and sent by individuals as letters to the editor in Idaho and Oregon newspapers. Indi-
vidual letters and phone calls of thanks have been sent to Governor Kitzhaber since his an-
nouncement that all executions would be halted while he is governor. We will continue to work
with our Annual Conference and Oregonians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty (ODAP) to
change the law in both Oregon and Idaho. Check out the OADP website at oadp.org to find out
ways in which you can get involved.

The Oregon-Idaho Chapter of the Methodist Federation for Social Action, in light of the
upcoming executions in Idaho and Oregon stands in firm opposition to the death penalty. We
value the life of every individual and the citizens of any state should not be involved in putting
someone to death.

The Social Principles of the United Methodist Church state: “We believe the death
penalty denies the power of Christ to redeem, restore and transform all human beings.” The
death penalty does not bring closure to victims’ families and exacts an extreme toll on officials,
perpetrators’ families, and those involved in the execution process.

A Standing Resolution of the Oregon-Idaho United Methodist Conference urges all
to actively oppose the death penalty and states “we regard the deliberate taking of life as pro-
foundly incompatible with the Gospel’s core teaching of love, mercy, and forgiveness.”

Reflections on “"Occupy” by Jan Nelson

they have no future. But the religious estab-

I watched the beginning of the Occupy movement lishments, along with most of the media and
with great excitement. I marched in the first big rally in the political culture, have been co-opted by
Salem, and I drove to Portland for another event that the powerful minority. Unfortunately, that’s
was well worth my time. The spirit was definitely conta- biblical, too.
gious, the crowds were more than civilized, and the mes- Most of the occupiers have probably
sage I heard was about my idea of justice. I've been never heard the good news that Jesus really
wondering for years how long it would be before the peo- preached.
ple rise up and demand an end to the abuses of the few The voices for justice are making
and the powerful, and I felt hopeful. themselves heard in a way I don’t think has

Now the encampments are being closed down, happened in many years. Maybe what is
and many are wondering if all this will just die out or be needed most now is the power of the pro-
transformed into a political movement. As I write this, phetic message of the gospel. We need to not
it's hard to tell. But I pray that the movement continues. miss this opportunity to spread the Word.

It is too important to fade away. The next revolution may be much less civi-

A recent article by George Lakoff on Huffington lized.

Post (Nov. 30) includes this analysis:

“All the hundreds of the occupiers' legitimate complaints
and important policy suggestions follow from a simple
general moral principle: American democracy is about Please take a moment to renew your
citizens caring about one another and acting responsibly membership for 2012. A renewal now will kegp

on that care. The idea is simple but a lot follows from it: you from getting a reminder letter early in 201
a government that protects and empowers everyone d will the chapter th t of i
equally, a government of the Public...” and will save the chapter the cost ol maifling

That sounds almost biblical to me. I think if Jesus || that letter to you.
had spoken in 21 century language it might sound a lot Our membership dues this year will be

like that. I'm sure he would be in the parks talking to the ll especially important for the work of MFSA at
homeless, the unemployed, and the young people afraid General Conference

MEMBERSHIP NOTE
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Methodist Federation for Social Action
Membership Application, 2012

Please enter my 2012 MFSA membership in the
following category:

[ ]1$500 sStellar ($50 remains for Chapter work)

[ ]1$200 sSpirited ($160 for National MFSA and
$40 for Chapter)

[ ]$150 Sustaining ($120 for National MFSA
and $30 for Chapter)

[ ]1$100 Supporting ($80 for National MFSA
and $20 for Chapter)

[ ]$60 Subscribing ($48 for National MFSA and
$12 for Chapter

I T

amount

Set your own membership

[ 1 In addition to my membership dues, I enclose
an extra contribution for the work of the Chapter
in the amount of $

[ 71 am unable to join at the present time, but
wish to receive Witness, the Chapter Newsletter. I
enclose $10 to cover costs.

Name(s)

Address

Phone

E-mail

Church name

[ 1 New membership [ 1 Renewal

Your tax-deductible membership supports the work of both the Na-
tional MFSA and that of the Oregon-Idaho Chapter, and includes sub-
scriptions to the National MFSA's Social Questions Bulletin and the
Chapter’s newsletter, Witness.

Make checks payable to MFSA, OR-ID Chapter.

Mail to Membership Secretary Janet Farrell, 594 SE Conifer Court, Madras, OR 97741.
(No one is denied membership for lack of funds. Please contact Presi-
dent David Bean, e-mail revdave@hotmail.com , telephone 503-635-
0173, or Janet Farrell, at 541-460-0199 or e-mail
janetbfarrell@gmail.com if you have questions.)

Check out the national
MFSA website at
mfsaweb.org.

Our chapter website can
be found at OIMFSA.org.

Save the Date — Saturday, March 3

MFSA Annual Spring Event at First United
Methodist Church, Portland.

We are very excited to announce that our

new national MFSA executive director, Jill

Warren, will be the keynote speaker at our
spring event.

MFSA - Who We Are

The Methodist Federation for Social Action (MFSA) is an inde-
pendent voice for justice within Methodism since 1907.

MFSA unites activists within the United Methodist Church to
take action on issues of justice, peace and liberation in the
church, nation and world.

MFSA works primarily through the ministries of the United
Methodist Church, supporting and augmenting peace and jus-
tice ministries at the local, conference, and national levels. As
an independent organization, we call our church to expand its
understanding of the radical call of the Gospel to be the inclu-
sive, justice-seeking, risk-taking Body of Christ.

MFSA lives out our belief that to be faithful witnesses to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ is to be involved in the transformation
of the social order.
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Methodist Federation for Social Action
PO Box 134

Salem, OR 97308

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

us know.

o0Occasional

Walton, e-mail list tender.

This newsletter is sent to all Chapter members and to
other OR-ID United Methodists we think might appreci-
ate it. If you know someone who would like to get, let

Me mo s p
events are sent by e-mail. If you are not receiving
them periodically, send your e-mail address to Ruth

If you don not want to receive either publication, be

sure to let us know so we do not clutter your mailbox.
When you change your address, please let us know in

advance. It saves the Chapter postage costs.
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OREGON-IDAHO CHAPTER EXECUTIVE BOARD, 2011-2012

President

David Bean

4154 Calaroga Circle
West Linn, OR 97068
(503) 635-0173
revdaveb@hotmail.com

Vice President, National Board
Representative:

Jan Nelson

1845 High Street SE

Salem, OR 97302

(503) 364-0312
jannelson515@msn.com

Secretary :
Karen Nelson

2592 SW Laura Ave.
Troutdale, OR 97060

(503) 618-0170

or (503) 508-6528
pastorkaren@gknelson.net

Treasurer:

Rhoda Pittman Markus
2298 N Gray Street
Cornelius, OR 971137386
(503) 357-3998 (Home) or
(503)-201-1233 (Cell)
revrpm@frontier.com

Membership Secretary:

Janet Farrell

594 SE Conifer Court

Madras, OR 97741

(541) 460-0199
janetbfarrell@gmail.com
pastorjanet@crestviewcable.com

Members -at-Large:

Pat Brockman, Portland, OR
LoErna Simpson, Corvallis, OR
April Hall Cutting, Corvallis, OR
Louise Kienzle, Hermiston, OR
Kathy CampbeltBarton, Salem, OR
Paul Darling, Portland, OR
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Metro District Contact Person

Pat Brockman, Portland, OR
Snake River District Contact Per-
son: Barbara Nixon, Boise, ID
Central District Contact Person:
Steve Mitchell, Klamath Falls, OR
Southern District Contact Person:
Babs Eggleston, Grants Pass, OR

Emeritus Members:
Paul LaRue, Salem, OR
Ruth Walton, Salem, OR

Newsletter Editor:

Karen Nelson

(503) 508-6528
pastorkaren@gknelson.net

Occasional Memo Editor-
Ruth Walton

1987 Manorview Cir. NW
Salem, OR 97304

(503) 364-5036
ruthwalton@earthlink.net
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, actions

CODE TALK

Membership dues are paid on a
calendar year basis.

The code on your address label
indicates your current member-
ship status. If it says 12/11,
your membership will expire at
the end of the month. If it says
12/10 or before, your member-
ship expired on December 31 of
that year. NM indicates that you
are a non-member friend. CNT
says you are a hon-member
contributor, and ORG indicates
a contributing organization.

Your dues and contributions are
what underwrite the work of
MFSA. Thank you so much.

If by chance you are “coded” in
error, please contact Janet Far-
rell, Membership Secretary.
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