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“we are not afratd of You, we will not be silenced by anything you have to say. we are here, our volces are loud,
and we're wot stopping until change happens,”
Bmma Gonzalez, a senlor at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High Sehool

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

On the first Sunday of Lent, my pastor, Rev. Wendy Woodworth, preached
about temptation and repentance in a way I don't remember hearing
before. I know that “repent” means something about turning around. We
usually think of that as turning away from temptation and sin. But Wendy
challenged us: instead of turning away, turn toward the work of Jesus. It
was the Sunday after the horrible shooting in Parkland, Florida. We are
easily tempted to turn away from that tragedy and just enjoy the amazing
feats at the Olympics or any of a number of distractions. But the way of
Jesus calls us to participate in the grief of the families of the dead
teenagers, the awe at the heroism of teachers and students who sacrificed
their own lives to save others, and the rage of students who can't accept
the fact that this has been happening in our country since before most of
them were born.

The Florida students and increasing numbers of others across the country
are turning toward the grief and pain and working to make change. They
are asking the hard questions many of older generations are too polite or
too discouraged to ask. And they are giving a lot of us hope that God is
doing a new thing through them.

Each of us is called to turn toward something. For some of us, it will be
renewed effort to end the gun violence that plagues our country. For
others, it will be the work toward the day when everyone has a home and
enough to eat, or the time when all people are treated as equally worthy
children of God. None of us can turn toward everything at once, or we
would end up spinning in circles. There are many things worth turning
toward, and all are part of bringing God’s kin-dom into reality in the world.

In Lent we follow the journey of Jesus, who turned away from the
temptation to take easy ways out and turned toward preaching good news
to the poor and the oppressed. Lent is an important time to look clearly at
ourselves and understand how God is calling us. May it also be a time of
turning toward our call and to bring God’s Grace to the places where it is
needed. Where is God calling you to turn?

May Lent be a time of blessing,
Joawv
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YOU 4re mvitep

to any of our regular MFSA Board meetings! We meet every other month, usually on the 4 Wednesday,
alternating between the Conference Center in Portland and Capitol Manor in Salem. Our meetings typically are from
10:30am-2:30pm and you may attend for any or all of the meeting. Lunch is an 'on your own’sack lunch. We
begin our meetings with a program of up to an hour on topics relating to social justice. If YOU or your group has
an idea for a program you would like to share please let us know!

Our next Executive Board meeting will be March 28 in Portland.

'VISIONS OF ACTION

"Tell Trump NO - Jerusalemw iy NOT the capital of Isvael!”; Portiand. There were over
200 people participating.
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Moms Demand Action for Guw Sense invAmerica; Boise. [daho Moms Demand Action
volunteers were ALL OVER the state capitol February 5, talking to legislators about the dangers of expanding
'Stand Your Ground' laws and asking for their support on #GunSense legislation!

OPPORTUNITIES AND ACTION IN OUR ANNUAL CONFERENCE

GUN VIOLENCE IN OUR SCHOOLS—AGAIN!
Carol Seckel

The school shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Florida has brought anger to many
students from the school. They will not be silenced and are organizing a march on Washington March 24th, Palm
Sunday weekend. There are to be local marches as well. We are aware of one in Portland and there may be more
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/gunsense?source=feed_text

in the Oregon-Idaho Conference area. Keep your eyes and ears open for ways you can be involved. This is part of
our Lenten witness. You can register and receive more information at March for Our Lives
[www.marchforourlives.com]. Let us support all the school children and youth in all our communities.

FREE AHED TAMIMI
Dee Poujade

Several members of the Oregon-Idaho Holy Land Task Force recently
participated in a Portland area rally aimed to focus attention on the plight of
Palestinian child prisoners—as well as a greater focus on political prisoners in
Palestine and elsewhere.

Ahed was 16 when she was taken from her home in a West Bank village in the
middle of the night. Earlier that day, her teenaged cousin had been shot by
Israeli soldiers. When the soldiers came to her home on a mission to terrorize and intimidate the rest of her
already-traumatized family, she slapped an armed soldier—and was promptly arrested. The arrest was in December
and Ahed lingers in prison—in violation of international law on the treatment of children.

Ahed is not alone. Hundreds of Palestinian children—some as young as 10 or 11—are taken in similar *midnight
raids” every year. Some are accused of throwing stones; some are not even charged with a crime, they are simply
“detained,” and taken to locations where their parents do not know where they are.

And, of course, crimes against children are not limited to Palestine. Human Rights Watch has reported that the
United States leads the industrialized world in the number and percentage of children in juvenile detention
facilities, and that children are also routinely imprisoned in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Iraq, Somalia, Syria
and Egypt.

A pending bill in Congress, Promoting Human Rights by Ending Israeli Military Detention of Palestinian Children Act
(H.R. 4391) https://mccollum.house.gov/sites/mccollum.house.gov/files/documents/17.1107MCCOLL 005 xml.pdf,
is an important first step and deserves our support. This bill is co-sponsored by Oregon Congressman Earl
Blumenauer, among others. Blumenauer’s constituents are asked to contact him to thank him; those who are
represented by other Oregon or Idaho congressmen are asked to contact them and urge them to support this bill.

LIVING INTO FAITH, JUSTICE, RECONCILIATION

Reflecting on the February 3rd event featuring Dr. Christena Cleveland.

This article was published in the February Columbia District Newsletter. It is worth
sharing because it captures the power of Christena Cleveland’s message. The
presentation was recorded and you can watch it at the conference website. The link is
https://www.umoi.org/faithjusticereconciliation.

On Saturday, February 3rd, over 200 people, clergy and lay both, from a variety of
denominations, gathered at Portland First UMC for a one-day interactive event
organized by the Columbia District Lay Development team. Dr. Christena

Cleveland, social psychologist, minister, and author of the perspective-changing book,
Disunity in Christ: Uncovering the Hidden Forces That Keep Us Apart, centered the
day through talks, a Q&A session, and facilitated conversations. To give a taste of the event, here are reflections
from two participants, Sandy Lofy and Cynthia MacLeod.

Seeking First the Kin-dom of God: Towards Equitable Unity
A reflection by Cynthia MacLeod, member at Fremont UMC


http://www.marchforourlives.com/
https://mccollum.house.gov/sites/mccollum.house.gov/files/documents/17.1107MCCOLL_005_xml.pdf
https://mccollum.house.gov/sites/mccollum.house.gov/files/documents/17.1107MCCOLL_005_xml.pdf
https://mccollum.house.gov/sites/mccollum.house.gov/files/documents/17.1107MCCOLL_005_xml.pdf
https://www.umoi.org/faithjusticereconciliation

“Where there is death, resurrection is just around the corner,” was one of the major themes that Christena
Cleveland used to inspire, challenge and convict the 200 souls that gathered at First United Methodist Church last
Saturday. We arrived from all parts of one of the whitest cities in the U.S. to talk about race. While many in
attendance were from the faith communities in and around Portland, some of the participants were college
students, social justice activists, and ordinary people searching for a path forward toward unity and inclusion in a
city they love.

Dr. Cleveland offered us the questions “"What kind of person do I need to be to choose hope, to choose the Cross?”
We were asked to examine our responsibility as Christians to interrupt systemic racism and inequity. What might it
cost us and were we willing to choose the death of the status quo for a new life of inclusion and equity for all?

Christena’s message created space for Christians to personalize the ways that we, as the church as well as
individuals, use gender, race, age, and sexual orientation to marginalize and “other” our sisters and brothers in
Christ. It is in the death of our complicity in the marginalization of those that are different from ourselves, that we
will be healed. In that hope-filled space the voiceless will speak, the last shall be made first, all will experience new
life, and heaven will reign on Earth.

The last shall be first..."
A reflection by Sandy Lofy, former Columbia District Administrative Assistant

Until recently, (within the last few years), I hadn't even heard of white privilege. I'm not sure why that is. I can
blame it on growing up in a small and conservative town, being naive, or just plain unaware. I wonder though, are
those valid excuses? Claiming innocence to such a degree that I do not even recognize in myself my own
whiteness, my own white privilege?

Dr. Christena Cleveland’s event was intense, powerful, passionate. It was also formidable, intimidating and
disheartening. Cleveland shared so many concepts and examples of white privilege that it felt like I was exposed
under a magnifying glass...quite clear and in high definition.

After listening to Cleveland, I concluded that I could be better, that I need to be better at dismantling my own
privilege to make space for others to have a voice and thrive. Christena spoke a lot about what would it mean to
be last. Matthew 20:16 states that, "So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”Can I adjust my privilege
enough so that I become last? Can I take a step back and listen to the people who are usually last? What would
that look like? I'll be the first to admit that I have no problem speaking up first, sharing my opinion first, and I will
even go as far to say that I assume and judge first before knowing one’s story. Every individual has a story. What
if I waited to speak, what if I listened to the entire story first before criticizing or condemning? What if.....? Would
empowerment of others happen? Can I be last?

I have more questions than I have answers right now. I would like to think that I can be last with enough practice.
Jesus was the best example of this by giving grace, giving voice to the oppressed, and listening to people’s stories.
My story is that I will continue to make mistakes with my white privilege, but I will also continue to talk about
privilege and make more space for others. I will do better.

ARE YOU A MEMBER YET?

Louise Kienzle, Membership Secretary

The past year has presented us many challenges; and 2018 has brought more pain and uncertainty. In addressing
so many issues, we have gained support and new energy. We need to celebrate those ‘wins’. But we also need to
continue to stay strong in the efforts we make toward morality, peace and justice.

If you have not yet renewed your membership to MFSA or feel this is the time to start a new membership, there
are two ways you can proceed:



1 You can go to ocimfsa and download the OR-ID MFSA brochure which includes the membership form, fill it
out and mail it in as directed. Our on-line, PayPal account is not working at this time.
1 Or, you can go to the national MFSA website [mfsaweb.org] and join on-line.

If you feel called to be inclusive, justice-seeking, risk-taking, and wish to support and augment peace and justice
ministries through and beyond The United Methodist Church, we invite you to join us in the work we continue to
do. If we come together to fight for the rights of all people, we will be stronger.

MFSA FALL EVENT

Louise Kienzle
CHANGE THE WORLD | |
This weekend event offers time for
HEARING AND TELLING THE STORIES OF JUSTICE nurturing your spirit in the midst of

chaotic times, connecting with others
who are also trying to make a
-~ ~ difference, and exploring how to

NOVEMBER 2-4. 2018 respond. Come join with others to
1 learn how to tell your justice story.

ap Adult social qustice retreat

NURTURING compassion

influence different steps voice

Cost: 8160 p . .
We'll spend the weekend listening to
;O NNECTING | wescey Meavows Looce our hearts and the voices of others
together goa] effective start restore REGISTER NOW! while gathering tools to tell our
STORYTELLING others AT WWW.GOCAMPING.ORG stories. There will also be time to

) 'y h relax, rest, renew and recharge.
honesty community freedom faith SUTTLE LAKE UNITED

EMPOWER equity liberty METHODIST CAMP Watch for more details.

29551 SUTTLE LAKE RD.; SISTERS, OR 97759

powerful practice listening fun
- . / Invite friends, share the flyer, register!

'RESOURCES AND RESPONSES

JENNIFER HOFMANN AND THE AMERICANS OF
CONSCIENCE ACTION CHECKLIST

Louise Kienzle

Before the 2016 presidential election, Jennifer Hofmann was a mild-mannered travel
blogger, writer, and avowed politophobe. Then everything changed. In response to
the election, Jen put her taxpayer-funded education to good use and began
researching how ordinary Americans could respond in the new political landscape.

Since November 2016, Jen has been writing the Americans of Conscience action checklist to an engaged list of over
70,000 subscribers. With diplomacy, sincerity, and heart, she helps fellow conflict-averse introverts, everyday
Americans, and even moderate Republicans become inspired to engage in their democracy.

I 'met’ Jen last year as Karen Nelson and I were developing ideas for a new Social Justice Retreat. I had subscribed
to a weekly email weeks before—her action checklist— that gives concrete, doable, even simple suggestions for
action. I happened to scroll to the bottom of one of the emails and realized that Jen lived in Brooks Oregon. A
lighbulb turned on and I thought, ‘what if I contact her to see if see would be willing to present at our retreat?’ I


http://www.oimfsa.org/
https://mfsaweb.salsalabs.org/membershipform/index.html
https://www.gocamping.org/campsession/7993157
https://jenniferhofmann.com/home/weekly-action-checklist-democrats-independents-republicans-conscience/

made the contact and she responded immediately with an overwhelming YES! Jen was wonderful—ask anyone who
attended.

She says: “Being in a room of interesting, passionate people is one of my favorite things in the world. I love
drawing people out, helping them recognize their own strengths and wisdom, and inspiring groups to commit to
each other and their work.”

Jen has agreed to return to our second retreat, mentioned earlier in this newsletter. To find out more about Jen
and see what she’s up to, go to jenniferhofmann.com.

Sometimes one stumbles across a book and thinks, "my social justice friends need to read this!”
Below are a few titles that members of the MFSA Executive Committee have been reading — please share your
suggestions with newsletter editor Louise Kienzle at kienzle.louise@gmail.com for a future edition.

Nomadland by Jessica Bruder (submitted by Dee Poujade) m

Subtitled “Surviving America in the 21 Century,” this book explores the lives of seniors who trade
their increasingly unaffordable “brick and mortar” housing for life on the road. Living on meager
Social Security checks and the income from minimum-wage temporary jobs as campground hosts,
sugar beet harvesters and Amazon “camperforce” workers, these folks find advice from savvy
bloggers and camaraderie in gatherings with other “nomads” as they travel the county looking for
the next free camping spot.

TH | Small Great Things by Jodi Piccoult (submitted by Dee Poujade)

Todi Piccoult does not shy away from “difficult” topics, and this book is no exception. Ruth is a successful,
Picoult well-educated labor and delivery nurse, with a son who excels in both academics and sports at his
"";(’F.'i'.[“ff'i““ - private school. She is also Black. When the newborn infant of a White Supremist couple dies in her

care, the veneer of her world is stripped aside and the reality of racism breaks through the facade of

I:-.:: respectability behind which she has lived her life. A stunning and thought-provoking read.

NEWS AND ACTION FROM NATIONAL MFSA
MFSA PROGRAM COUNCIL

Carol Seckel, Program Council Representative
I have a few things to report on the National Front:

Relocation Site Selected

After a long and intensive search, in June MFSA will be moving their office from Washington, DC, to Detroit,
Michigan. This move reflects the organization’s commitment to creative and collaborative partnerships with local
United Methodist churches and community grass-lead organizing. Rev. George McLain, MFSA Program Council Co-
Convener and Executive Director Emeritus, shared the following about the move, “*Our move to Central UMC in
downtown Detroit embodies our intention to link ever more closely with justice-seeking United Methodist
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congregations and MFSA annual conference units to confront deeply embedded supremacist-serving practices in
church, society, and our very souls.”

My husband, Kevin, grew up in northern Ohio (Oregon, Ohio) where Detroit was the closest “big” city. We went
there to watch the planes at the airport, we went there for car races and for cheap gas. And my brother went there
as a VISTA volunteer to work in the Detroit riots. Racism roared it big head often in Detroit and in subsequent
years it became known for violence and overt racism. Only recently has it begun to renew its character and
become a model for addressing some of the more serious justice issues—racism, classism, religious intolerance
(there is a significantly large Muslim community) just to name a few. It is exciting to see MFSA move to the Motor
City and share in partnering with others to form, model and spread new concepts ways of seeking justice for all.

Executive Director Search

Along with finding a new “home” MFSA is now conducting a search for a new National Executive Director. The
Board is looking for an executive who can continue to lead MFSA in its purposeful dismantling white supremacy
with the organization, the church and the world. This is in addition to programmatic, communications and financial
stewardship. Rev. Lydia Munoz, a MFSA Board member says of the position, "MFSA’s mission is to mobilize, lead
and sustain a progressive United Methodist movement, energizing people to be agents of God'’s justice, peace and
reconciliation. We believe God is about to bring someone to this role who is passionate and prophetic.”

Living close to the new offices is a requirement. If you are interested in this position please contact one of the
MFSA members or check out the website for more information.

A Justice-seeking Lent: Fasting from Injustice
MFSA invites all to join in a fast from injustice this Lenten season. In her MFSA Lenten letter
[https://mfsaweb.salsalabs.org/ashwednesday/index] Darlene DeDominick writes:

Jan L. Richardson, in her poem "Blessing the Dust”, describes Ash Wednesday in this way: "This is the day we
freely say we are scorched. This is the hour we are marked by what has made it through the burning.”

(Ash Wednesday) is the day we acknowledge our humanity, our morality and our interconnectedness to the earth.
The day we say the fires stoked by the flames of injustice may have marked us but, we are rising from the ashes.

Our legacy of fasting from injustice is faithfully long. ... In 1908 our founders envisioned “equal rights and
complete justice for all.” We continue that struggle today.

Isaiah 58:6-8 provides a clear perceptive of Isaiah’s understanding of God’s justice. We are encouraged to use it as
a standard for our fast from injustice during Lent. Daily reading of this passage can help to guide our daily lives
and our common commitment to justice.

In loving partnership in the quest for justice,
Carol

I’] Like @0 LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

If you are a Facebook user, be sure to like our page, "MFSA Oregon-Idaho Chapter”. Also be sure to like the
national page, “"Methodist Federation for Social Action”. Invite your friends to like us, too.
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/482406915145776/

OREGON IDAHO MFSA ONLINE

Information about upcoming events can be found at our website,
www.oimfsa.org.

We have transitioned to an electronic newsletter. If you have email
access, please make sure we have your current email address. If you do
not have email access and wish to continue receiving a paper copy please
let us know. Contact Jan Nelson at jannelson515@msn.com or Methodist
Federation for Social Action, Oregon-Idaho Chapter, P.O. Box 134, Salem
OR 97308.
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